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 * My Noble Friends; 
S VY..X-B: TR. EN ME 


SIR S, 


Preſent you jun the following Letters, the true Idea ( as I take it ) 
of Church-Government ; ' which could it be received by aRothers, with 
the ſame degree of Candonr I aſſure my ſelf it ſhall by you, would be 
of infinite Advantage to end thofe fatal Controverſies that for many 
Ages have perplexed, and, inthis leſt, almoſt deſtroyed the Church. 
' I prefer the way of Letters to ſet out the Nation, for tws Reaſons : One, 
beiaete i is the mort TWſinwative, af4"a way ther 5s muchkvekeny -at- this 
Time; Theother, becauſe really there were Letters ſent by a Non-tow. 10 4 
Conf. in which moſt of the things were [aid that arc intheſe; only now 
pr come refined from all the Reflettions that were Perſonal, and from ſome 
iftakes, © 
_ Fox my own part, 1have nothing of Fonadneſs in me for any Opinions ; 
AF I hold of ſelf obliged unto «Fj the 45a 7 hates 4s they 


* ſhall endure the Tefts of Truth : 1 am very willing they ſhould undergo them 


all, by ftritt Examination though, ITconfeſs, I am as loth they mc 
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be-put ro Torture. If upon the ſevereſt Enquiry 4 

in them, or duly inferred from them, as to the Main, "that will not ſtand 
—with good Authority,” ſound Reafow, "p01 er” ; VF CoNfien 
 Piety, _ I ſhall ſoon ſhake Hands with them : But till then I cannot believe 


3 
F4 
it any Crime to own what 1 am fully perſwaded of , and what T am (ure 
is no Popery, That Eccleſiaſtical Government is a Prudential thing and 
Alterable; and that the only True Engliſh of { Jare Divino] x the 
preſent Caſe, is [by Law-Eſtabliſhed. ] 7 am, | 
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ty took s: very right Method' ini the Buſineſs 
1 Govern Fat you! c 2, Cort you did:) into its very Oti- 
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Had certain Tradition; but to be qualified for an Apoſtle, he muſt, by the Eviden- 
ces of his own Senſes hare had certain Knowledge of Chriſt, This Notion of the 
 Apoſtleſhip-is-not-only-couched by- our--Saviour..in.what he.tells. the . Apoſtles , 

Febn14--26..a0d at his Aſcenſion, A&:.1..3. but. is intimated alfo inthe Hiſtory 

of the Election of Afarrhias pnto the Apoſtleſhip, A#s 1. -from 15 tothe 

26. and moſt plainly ſer out. in all of them taken together in conjunCtion, for ſo 
they make it demonſtrable. * 7udas o_ once numbred with the Apoſtles, as being 


4} 2nd therefore that the Scrip Tait &> which had ſaid another ſhould 
:1 8 ſucceed him, Perer at an Aſſembly of the Believers propoſes the Ordination of one 


Fo: in his \. And thabetter t ate _ yon, he firſt inſteufts them in 
is the Na the Ol and Work of the A ſhip, tow 
}h was to he ſays, .#, with then fthe Apo 


h that OrdMnation 

;to bea Witneſs 

IJ | unto Chriſt, and Naenicalarty to his ReſirreCtion ; and then informs them, ow a 
> Ty perſon miſt be qualified to become capable of being ordained to this Office, to wit, 
that he muſt be one of thoſe-that had accompanied with them, all the while the 
Low Jeſus went in and out meg them, even from-beginning td end, fe firſt 
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Deaconry are fo. 


Fo to Chriſt ; it was chouth] to qualific an : Evangeliſt, for Evangelizing that h he 


one of the twelve, but he Rn 0-yn Fe Degree and Honour by his Tranſgreſſions, - 
ght 


_—  —_—__— 


0 


ds ah bo iran 2 If tn, Ah 


o 


tis very eafly conſiſt of that nu 


 Thſtitution, to wit, the Bt 


Way of DireFion vpop,new Nh Emergent br elfe for Reformation* of "abuſes nd 


; were HITings, Only ordained, T hat aſter their Deceaſe there ſhould be ſuch 


4 « 


+ The &poſtleſhip was piſcr pa No fach n Epi cyasthat is. which 
you. contend: for, [any panh £7an ach by Tk chan a Deaconry, "It was ſachs" 
Deacoury, as that. which Mi nor inſtiruted'rill ſome time after, 4: 6. Epiſcopacy ' 
is.aword. of ample Signification'; ;. for, Ives "ro mention | prophane Authors, a5 
Homer, Plutarch, Cicero, &c. in which we read the word © lt is'certain Baſs aÞ” paf! in 
p35 itoften unto God ; Peter in his firſt Epiſtle applies it- LUO [the Elders, and yon. is 
e inthe AF 1. .it.is applicd. unto the Apoſtles, 4nd'therefode being'a wo Per 32. 
of His ral fi gnification,,. nothi & 1s'qedicible” ite it, as to the' ſpecial! atofe © «lib; 
of..an! Fee. except by way, of, ale 's 420; 
I's be Þ in with you, the Writers of the Fitſt Century ( Cyprian was in the' 
Third ).- ha NO Tough chat appear of any ſuch*Succeiſjon'of Biſhops'in"the” 
Cffice of. che Apoſtle a you imagine ; eyen that /gn«#us you ſo much adimite ry " 
and So pleads fo' _ for Prelacy of Biſhops; though he compares" then Sore. Io 
ſometimes to G! &r-times to Chriſt |( which, 1 believe you infit*norup-4/6.. 
On, becauſe, yau oe it 4 little too much ), ye he'never that 1 can'find 
pares them; to the Apoſt les: Their "College, if you. log believe /onatins,” was 
imitated , . not. to {: ſucceeded” by the Presbytery.* 1 add, That -Extichins in 
his Annals of Alexa ndey tells ys, a$'Hicyom alfo does; That St; Mark, ordained, 
CEene Predbytery 'of the Chatel? chi'of Alexand/fe Top conkſt of "12; and no 
doubt.ih Imitation of. the' CollcgESfr the Apoſtles! the Pres vaouy of that Church 
ber, though -poſlibly not fo'early a$to bean In- 
ſtitution of the EvangeH "Mark, '1n fine, not one word in; Clemens Romanus; a Clem. Epife.” 
Writer of the Firſt Ape, of any, fuck Succeſſion of Biſhops diſtinct from Presby- «d Corinth, 
ters, 1 + the ( 'Office of the A SHI BY "He knew 'but Two Orders of poſeghear ; 

: CE ns ran 
Now | proper Work # the Apoltles red 11 Their ; 
Office,: fois ae Preactiets, a ' nefſes ofs Cheſt; they were' ng, by 
gjaeely ſeat for that Bebo hes certaihly that "Work and'Office, $ well as their 

Miſtion.to.it; was extraordinary, gud but © emporary. And if after they had 
made Chriſtians by their Preaching, and had framed them/nnder perpetual ſtand- 
ing Orders, they did'on ſoine gccaſions interpoſe their” own Authority; "either by 


iſcarriages 3. That was extraordinary t60; aid Ln tot Seen natu- 
rally arifivg, and bed FAR m them, '( as's alſoi in he Evangelifts )'as they were 
the Fathers and Founders of Churches. ”'*" 

Ms; No ks wid uthority which was rg andextraordinary, Is devolved 

0 [Yrfogs,. as Succeſſors of ol Thy Apts,” lyes, on you' 0 evince-; 

k i Province: 'For ei he Apoſtſesinfſtitured fi flors 
ich our call Bilh jd 'Cand'1for diftincfiontFake w will call Prelates )- we en 
ſelves were living;' of elſe they did not Inſtitute and Tridu&t them while themſelyes 


Prela | utch, as "their Succeſſors, | but nor before. If" you' ſay-—the 
ited atidindudted Prelates aStheir Succeſſors while themſelves were 
mand” how”that could be? Can any come into the places of others, 


even 


(4 


jid[4 #/ 


inf demand, whether there weys, or 
Inſtitute and Indu& the Prelates while themſelves - were living, but ordained, 


Clem. E ' 
«dl cotark and 


he is agaigſt you.; for baving premiſed what is very remarkable; and muct-to 


==. o&vTGv \0xepuce{o:mhs , Th mviviecen tis Emexbns; x, Alaxers; TY mrrnhiviou 
5 ted the &, | 
approving of. them by the Spirit for 
atterwatd believe. : 
af | ſee not how it can be evaded) that 
ders of Officers.in the Church, of 


CipryanEp, 
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' from time to time, 1 did it with good Authority ; for Clement haying aſſerted that 
] 


Clem, whi . Apo thus provided againſt it: ) He adds, And morgover they gaye it ih dire- 
_ y Ons : 


| fopre. 1 That as.6hienas it ſhould happen that thoſe. Perſons whom they had ap- 
g pointed ſhould deceaſe,. : others that were appreved and worthy ſhould receive 
! their Charges. SEE RE : 

By this. cime you may ſec how little that tranſaXion about the Inceſtnous Co- 
| -rinthian on which you, infiſt ſo much, does ſerve. your purpoſe ; For $,. Pearl his 


beginning to ead, the Cogniſance he took was Exttaordinary, by his Apeſtolical 
- Spicit 


_- _ P 
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S3ran, as to a Torrmentor : So. Hierome carrics thisallo; and the manner of the 
Execution extraordinary too, to wit, by delegation of his Apoſtolical Spirit, to 
the Church of Corizth, ( when you come together and my Spirit.) So that the 
whole Proceeding was extraordinary; and though you are pleaſed to call it an 
At of Epiſcopal or Prelatical Authority, and ro make an Argument of it for 
Dioceſan Juriſdiftion; yet, unleſs you can find Dioceſans now that have the 
Spirit, that can ave a Cognifance of things at Diſtance by Revelation, that can 
give up Perſons to Satanasto a Tormentor, and that can delegate their Spirit to. 
a Congregation, the Exception lying againſt it will ſtill continue in Force. 
Wherefore as yet I ſee no other Prelacy inſtituted by the Apoſtles, but that of 
the Presbyters over the People ; nor are there any Officers now of any Denoimina- 
tion,which ought to have (though you ſeem. to intimate that ſome ought) a Miiſion 
like to that of the Apoſtles; for as they were Ambaſladours, that were ſent: 


Spirit or Revelation, as Hierome interprets it ( abſent in Body, but preſent in Hiermm. \\. 
Spirit; ) The Cenfure Extraordinary, which was to give the Jnceſtuous up unto £97" Ep. © 


I. 4d C of. 


immediately by Chriſt, as he was by God, and brought their Credentials with .. 


them, ſealed by the Holy'Ghoſt ; ſo 1 will not ſcruple to call them Extraordi- 
nary upon this Account tco, any more than to call the Presbyters and Deacons 
ordinary, even though the Papiſts and the Socinians do ſo : The firſt Miſſions 
were extraordinary, whiles the Church was to be. conſtituted , but in a conſti-+ 
tuted ſetled Church, in which the Officers are ordinary, their Calling is fo 
likewiſe. CP 

But to let you know what Standard there is of Extraordinaries, ( for this you 
demand ) I believe I have no more to do but to remind you of what you already 
know, that the iſe of ſpeazing or common Language is that Standard ; for cer- 
tain, you that have read ſo often in C:c:zro (nor to mention Livy, Sucterius and 
others) of Henores Extraordinarit, Praſidium Extraordinarium, Poteſtas Extraor- 
dinaria, canr.ot be i-norant that that is Extraordinary, which being not the ſet- 
led ſtanding per 
particular ſpecial Occafion or Accident. And it is in this ſeaſe of the word that 
the Roman Magiſtrates, in reſpect of time, are diſtributed by Lipſius into Excra- 


crdinary and Ordinary, when he ſays, Aut enim ( Magiftratus ) 4 tempo ibus dij- Lipſ tratt. 


tual order aad uſe, is only for ſome certain time, and on ſome 


viduntur, ut Ordina # Extraoraina. ti, 1lls dit; qui-ftatis Temporibus, & ſemper de Magiſts 


in Republica efſent, u' Conſulrs, Preto;es, Ediles, Tribuni, Queſtores ;, iſli qui 
dem tempore , nec ſemper, ut Diftatores, Cenſores, ' Inter- Reges, Oc. 

It is true you tell me, that the Commiſſion, Aatth. 28. is not peculiar to the 
Apoſtlex, and that theretore it docs hot Evidence, they were Extraordinary Offi- 
cers ; for (lay you) *© There is indeed a Charge given them to Baptize and Teach, 
* but it ſeems a wonderful way of proving them to be Extraordinary Ofcers, from 
© the Authority they had to do that which any Ordinary Miniſter may do : and 
© that by vertue of this Commiſſion. 

By vertue of this Commiſſion ! Excuſe me as to that, every Body will not 
yield it 3 ſome think, that this Commiſſion was perſonal, given only unto the 
Apoſtles. Go ye , and inforced with SRO that related only to them diret- 


iy, 


Vet, Pop. 
ICE £0- Rom. 6e 26 
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e Nature e Weh-Uovernment. 
Iy, Lo 1 am with you to the endof the world; That is, to the Conſummation of 
the Moſaical Secxlzm ; for ſo they underſtand that Phraſe, and apprehend, they 
have ſufficient Reaſon to do ſo, upon comparing it with Matrth. 24. 3, 14+ 

But let that be as it will. Indeed ! Is the Commiſſion givente the Apoſtles, 
- Matth. 28. not peculiar to them ? Are they Empowered by it to do no more than 
every ordinary Minifter may ? I had thought that ordinary Miniſters had been 
limited and local , not unlimited and cecumenical Officers; and that, by their In- 
ſtitution, they were confin*'d to Teach and Rule the particular Churches over 
which they were appointed, and not to Teach and Rule the whole World, or (as 
the Apoſtles had) to have care of all the Churches. I pray tell me, is a Pariſh- 
Prieſt of as great Authority, as a Dioceſan ? and yet a Dioceſan compared with 
an Apoſtle, 1s leſs than a Pariſh Prieſt : The whole World was the Dioceſs of the 
Apoſtles. Go ye, teach all Nations. | 

I profeſs I am much ſurprized to find you deny, without Diſtintion, that the 


Apoſtles were Extraordinary Officers; eſpecially after Dr. Cave in his Hiſtory of 


the Lives of the Apoſtles ( which I believe you have read ) diſtinguiſhes their 
work, and ſhews what was Extracrdinary in it, and what was Ordinary, But 
poſſibly you foreſaw, that ſhould you have ſpoken plainly, and have ſaid as he 
does, that their crdinary work [| the ſtanding and perpetual part of it, was: to 
Teach and In('ru@ the People in the Duties and Principles of Religion ; to Ad- 
miniſter .the Sacrametrits; to Inſtitute Guides and Officers, and to Exerciſe the 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church, } I would eafily reply, That the 
Apoſtles had provided themſelves of Succeſlors, as to all this work, but that theſe 
Succeſſors -were the Presbyters which they Inſtituted in every Church, to feed and 


govern it ; and that having ordained no others, it-looks as if they ſaw no need of 


others. 

But having this Occaſion, I beg your pardon if I uſe it, to ſet out more fully the 
Inſtitution which the Apoſtles made, for the Government and Edification of the 
Church:s, and how that Inſtitution came to be altered, and by what fſbeps. 

* Firſt then the Apoſtles inſtituted a Senate, Tpeopurte:ov, a-College of Presbyters 
in every Church, to Feed and Govern it;-and this is evident from A#s 14. 23, 25. 
where Paul and Barnabas are ſaid not #4T txAyoixs, In the Churches but wat” 
EXKAr Glo, in every Church to have ordained Elders ; a College of Elders, 
not a ſingle Elder or Biſhop. And as they are not faid to have ordained a 
ſingle Biſhop or Elder in any Church, fo much leſs are they ( ſaid )) to have 
ordained any Prelate or Intendant over many Churches ; every Church, asa Body 
Politick Compleat, had ſufficient power withia it ſelt, for all its Ends: They or. 
dained Elders in every Church. 

And to me it is plain that E/emer had regard to this practice of the Apoſtles, 
when, in the place I cited before, upon another occaſton, he ſays of them, That go- 
ing through Countries and Cities preaching the Goſpel, they appointed the firſt 
Fruits of them to be Biſhops.and Deacons, haying approved or Conficmed them by 
the Spirit. 
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"That the Apoſtles inſtituted many Presbyters, and not & ſingle Presbyter, in 
every Church, is further confirmed; not only from the frequent mention of a Preſ- 
bytery found in /gn«/ims, which ( as 1 ſhall ſhew hereafter ) was Congregational, 
but by the Expreſs Teſtimony of C/emene, who blames the Church of Corinth for Clem. egift. - ! 
raiſing a Sedition and Stir againſt their Presbyters, ( and there/ore there were ad Corinth, | 
manly in that Church ) only upon the Account of one or two Perſons, fo that it 
is plain, there was a College of Presbyters in the Ancient Apcſtolical Church of 
Corinth. | 
Again, in the Presbytery or College, which was orflained in every Church, 
though all the Presbyters were equal, the Inſtitution making no Difference; for 
Paul and Barnabas are ſaid to Conſtitute Elders, but not to Conſtituce Elders and 
a Biſhop, as a Superiour over them; yet it being requiſite tor Ocder-ſake, that 
ſome one in every Aſſembly ſhould have the Direction, and that Honour natural 
falling on the Eldeſt Presbyter unleſs ſome other Courſe be reſolved; it is mo 
probable, that at firlt, the Eldeſt Presbyter as he-had the firſt Place, ſo he had 
the firſt Direction of Matters: But afterwards, it being found by Experience, 
that the Eldeſt was not always the Wortnieſt and Firteſt tor that purpoſe, it came 
to paſs, that the . cup devolved not any longer by Seniority, but was conferred 
by Election : And in this S. Ambroſe ( if it be he, and not rather Zillary) in his 
Comment on the fourth to the Ephefians is plain. Yid. Sixt. Senenſ. Bibl. Sanft. 
l. 6. axnot. 32.4. I 
And admitting that all the Presbyters were called Biſhops, as undoubtedly at 
ficſt.they were, It is caſie to conceive how the firſt Presbyter came to be called the 
Biſhop, and at Jaſt, for Diſtinftion-ſake, to bave the Name of Biſhop ſo appro- 
priated to him, that the reſt retained only che Denomination of Presbyters. But 
all this while the Biſhop was but the firſt Presbyter, and had no more Authority 
in the College of Presbyters, than is allowed to 6. Peter in the College of the 
Apoſtles, by all Proteſtants. Even Epiphanins himſelf (if we may believe Danemw) Dan, Com: 
was at laſt compelled to conteſs, That ig the Time and Age of the Apoſtles, no *greibgg 
ſuch Diſtinction [as that is which you contend for, ] was to be fonnd b<tween the Je bereſ.. 
Biſhops and Presbyters. 6 $3» 
Again, though all the Presbyters in every Church had like Authority to Preach 
and Rule, ( both Functions being comprehended in the Epiſcopacy aſfigned to 
them, 1 Pet. 5. 2, 3. ) yet ſome of them being better qualityed hr the one, and 
ſome for the other, it is probable, that they exc their different Talents 
accordingly ; ſome of them more in the one, and tome more in the other. This 
( as ſtrange as you may make it ) ſeems plainly intimated in that Injunion of the 
Apoſtles, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Ler the Elders that rule well be accounted worthy of double 
honour, eſpecially they who lebour in the word. and deftrin:; For here is a plain 
Diſtin&tion of Elders, of -which ſome being better at Ruling, and ſome at 
preaching, they exerciſed themſelves according to the Talent they had 3 thoſe 
that were better at Ruling, in Ruling, and thoſe that were better at Preaching, 
in labouring in the Word and Doctig. | 


Ang 


3 


Ard fince Labouring in the Word and Doftrin had the ſpecia! Honour, no 
Queſtion but the firſt Presbyter, as maſt honourable, was always of the number of 
thoſe that Iaboured that way ; fo that the Biſhop was* the-Paſtour alſo, or 
Preaching Elder, thart is, the Preaching Spiritual Work became appropriated-ta 
him, at ficſt Eminently, but afterwards entirely ; and then nothing lay in Com- 
mon between him and che Presbyters but only Rule--- And this is' what I can ga. 
ther trom Scripture of the Apoſtolical Settlemert. | 
Upon the whole it is evident, That a Dioceſan Biſhop was unknown in the firſt 
Age of the Church, and the only Biſhop to be found then, was the Presbytcr ; 
which is further confirm-d, in that the Scots; who received the Knowledg ot 
Chriſtianiry very early, even in that Age, had not any Knowledge for many Apes 
atter, that appears, ol any but Presbyterian Juriidicticn. - Even Biſhop Sporiſweed, 
in his Hiſtory ot the Church of £cor/ard, telis us out of Boethins, and Boerhius from 
Ancient Annals, of the Cnldees, or Ancient Scottiſh Prieſts and Monks { who, 
he believes, were called Culdees, not becauſe Culteres Des, -as moſt think, but be- 
cauſe they lived in Cells, their Names, 2s he ſays, being Kele- Bei and not Cyldei, 
in old Bulls ar.d Reſcripts.) He ſays of tlieſe Culdees, That they were wont for 
their better Government to elett one of their Number by common Suffrage to be 
the Chiet and Principsl among them, without wlioſe Knowledge and Conſent no- 
thing was done in any Matter of Importance, and the Perſon ſo Elefted was called 
Scoto: um Epiſcepus, a cots Biſhop ; and this was all the Biſhop that he covld find 
inthe firit Times : But Bachanas is plainer, who tells us, That no Biſhop ( to 
wit an Order ſuperiour to that of the Presbyters) ever- preſided in the Church of 
Scotland betore Paliadins his Time; the Church ( ſays he ) unto that Time was 
Governed by Monks, without Biſhops, with leſs Pride, and outward Pomp but 
greater Simplicity and Holineſs | 
T hus { hare E.idenced what the Siare of Things was in the firſt Times of the 
Chriſtian Churches, ro wit, that thoſe were governed by Presbyteries, in which 
all the Presbyters were equal, and all Biſhops, only, for Order-ſake, there was 
a firſt Presbyter, who having more Care and more Work, had yet no more 
Authority and Power than any other ; but as the beſt Men arc but Fleſh and Blood, 
and the beſt loſticutions lyable to Ruſt and Canker, ſo thele were not exempted; 
there was a Diotrephes in the Apoſtles own Tim2s, and thoſe that followed him 
improved upon the Example : The firſt Presbyter ſoon became advanced into ano- 
ther Order, and trom being Firſt, commenced Prince of the Preshyters. 
Pan. con. Wearetold by D225, who citeth Epriphanius (and he might have cited others) 
ment. that this Departure from the Primitive Inſtitution brgan in Alexand:ia; and it is 
Auguſt. de very probable, That the Appointment of twelve Presbyters, beſides a Preſident 
ere) ( tor fo Emtichins aflures us ir was there )) did give occaſion to the Preſident, who 
eaſily took the Hint, ro challenge to bimſelt che Place and Authoricy of Chriſt, 
when the very Number of Presbyters, over whom he preſided, made: it maniteſt 
that they were an Imitation of the Apoſtles. But whether other Churches took 
their Pattern from that of Alexandria or no, ?cis eafie to-conceive in what manner, 
and by what means the Miſtake might gain upon them : Forafter the firſt ar nas 
| ecane 


Spetiſaced 
Hik i 3s 
6. & 


Los 


rt ECRRE ts, 


The Nature of Chirch Government, 


hecame eleQted, and conſequently was ſeparate by Prayer and Impoſition of 
Hands, no wonder he was loon taken for an Officer of another Order, much Su- 
periour unto that of the Presbyters, who was diſtinguiſhed from them by that 'To- 
ken of a new Ordination, and was in place above them. Ay, it is highly pro- 
bable, That the firſt Receſs from the Primitive Inſticution, even in Alexandria, 


began this way, if that be true that Grerizs hath obſerved, - That the Election 6ro!. Tit. 
ot the Preſident Presbyter came not in uſe there but after the Death of Afark: So 4 x if 


that it was not ( as Emichius reports it,) an Inſtitution of this Evangeliſt. 

But what way ſoever this Alteration had its beginning, one may be tempted 
( it the Epiſtles going under the name of /gnatiue be indeed his) to think that it 
had it very early ; for this Father doth every where ſpeak of the Biſhop in reſpect 
of the Presbyters, as of God in reſpect of Chriſt, and of God or Chriſt in reſpect 
of the College of the Apoſtles ; and theſe are ſuch Magnificent Expreſſions of Su- 
periority, that though they proceeded not frem any Elation of mind in him that 
uſed them at firſt, and uſed them perhaps but as Rhetorick, yer they could not 
but occalion other Sentiments in others,viz. as of the Biſhops being of a Superiour 
Order, ſo, of ſomething of Domination and Lordſhip in his Office. 

And yet how great ſoever the Degeneracy was in the Time of [ynatius, or very 
near it, it was not ſo great then as in the following Ages ; 1gnatius bis Biſhop tor 
all the Gawdineſs in which he dreſles him, was only a Congregational, not a Dio- 
ceſan Biſhop ; thoſe firft Times knew nothing of the Dioceſan Princely Prelate, 
"_ the Preſident, that Juſtin Afartyr mentions, was but a Congregational 
Paſtour, 

That /gretins his Biſhop was only Paſtour of a ſingle Congregation is evident in 
many Pailages, but I will cite but two or three to evince it. The firlt is in his 
Epiſtle to the Epheſians, where he ſpeaks of the Prayer of the Biſhop, and the 
whole Church, aſcending in Conſort unto God ; ſs that the Biſhop was the 
Mouth of the Congregation. And afterward, in the ſame Epiſtle, ia an Exhorts- 
tion to theſe Epheſians, when he prefles them to obey their Biſhop, he ſpeaks of 
them, as of a ſirgle Congregation, that could meet together {cr Acts of Worſhip, 
Again, in his Epiſtle tothe Magneſiars, whom he alſo preſſes to obey their Biſhop 
( tor this indeed is the Burthen of all his Epiſtles, ) he plainly ſpeaks of them as of 
a ſinglc}Congregation ; Do you all aſſemble ard meer ( ſaith he ) &77 72 oiuTo, to- 
gether, for ſo that Expreſſion is rendred 1 Cor. 14 23. 

I have ſhewed what the Primitive Inſtitution was, as to Church-Ordeis, and 
have ſhewed alſo how and how early, the Alteration that was made in Congrega- 
tions came on ; It was firſt a Presbytery, and the Senior Presbyter the Preſident ; 
then a Presbytery, and the Preſident elefted, but ſtill a Presbyter ; afterward a 


. Preſident and no Presbyter, not an Ab Beth din, but a Naſi; rot a Senior Pres- 


byter,but a Prince, or chief over the Presbytery. And certainly one need to have 
but a little Experience, in the Courſe of things, to make a clear and diſtinct 
Conception of what hath been ſaid _ this Subject. That which remains to com- 
pleat the Diſcourſe, is to ſhew the ſame way, from Common Principles, how the 
Eccleſiaſtical Prelate, ( or that Biſhop over OY Congregations) of the _ 
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fort, ſuch as Cyprian, Auguſtin, &c. ( if indeed they were ſuch ) did firſt ſprins 
UP. + 


I conceive ( with ſubmiſſion to better Judgments ) that this Biſhop ( of whom 


we read nothing that I know of in the firſt Age, or till towards the end [" it 


then J] of the ſecond, ) aroſe from the large Progreſſion, and ſpreading of Chri- 


* Rianity z for then in great Citics, and their Appendages, the number of Profeſſors 
' grew ſo great, that all could no longer meet together in one place, to Celebrate 


Divine Offices, ſo that neceſſity compelled' them to divide into ſeveral Congrega- 
tions ; which, if ſettled, muſt have ſeveral Office:s, as Biſhops, Presbyters and 
Deacons; yet ſtill the Biſhop of the Mother Congregation es he had the main hand 
( which is to be preſumed ) in forming ard ſettling the Daughter Churches, fo 
he ſtill pretended to keep an Authority and Juriſdiction over them. | 

Andthis indeed had ſomething of a Reſemblance unto the Apoſtles; who as they 
planted many Churches, ſo they had always a-Care of them ; but how far the Analo- 
gy will hold, or where it ſtrikes out, -1 ſhall not trouble you now to ſay ; It is 
enough for the preſent to have ſhewed, that Eccleſiaſtical Prelates had not Apoſto- 
lical Inſticution, and that, at beſt, they aroſe but by Occaſions, and Peudentially 
only, upon the Increaſe of Believers. | 

- What confirms this "Notion is, That we never read in the firſt Ape, and but 
rarely (-ifever ) in the ſecond, 'of- Biſhops that pretended it of themſelves, or 
that were affirmed by others, to be the Succeſſors of ' the Apoſtles. 1a thoſe firſt 
times; no/ſuch Pretentions had place; but 'afterwards, when neceſlity aroſe in the 
Churches of ſending out their Colonies, then the Biſhops of thoſe Churches, that 
ſent them out, ſoon found, in the Juriſdiction of the Apoſtles, ſcmethiing, that by 
way of Analogy, and witha little ſtretching might ſerve to countenance theirs, 
over thoſe that they had ſettled. UE 

Theſe are the Sentiments I have as to the Fus Divinum of Epiſcopacy ; in 

which 1 have made evident what Epiſcopacy it is I do believe -is fure Divins, and 
what not : But | intend not to [iſcourſe now of the Fas Eccleſtiſticum, by which 
only a Dioceſan Biſhop, or of the J#s C:wile, by which the Lord Biſhop is Eonſti- 


tuted. -My Province now, is only to ſhew, what I have ſhewed, that the Presby-. 


ter isthe only Biſhop Fure Divino & Apoſtolico ;, arid* that Prudential 'Confſid:ra- 
tions only made the Prelate, firſt the Congregational, and afterward the Dioceſan 
Prelate, of the better ſort. And in theſe AfﬀertionsT have my Vouchers, and 
thoſe Fathers, and Fathers as learned, and as Pious as any Churches ever owned, 
and cited-too by Biſhop Fewell. pts 036 

Verily (faith he) Chry/oſtom ſaith, © Inter Epiſcopum & Prevbyterum intereſt ferme 


* zihil;Between a Biſhop and a Prieſt in a manner,there'is no difference. S+ #rerom 


faith ſomewhat in a rougher ſort : * Audio quendamn” in" tantam eripiſſe vecordiam, ut 
© Diacones, Presbyteris, id eſt, Epiſcopis anteferret, cum Apoſtolus fer ſpicue doceat, roſ- 
© dem effe Presbyteros qu1s Epiſcopos. I hear ſay there is one become ſo peeviſh, that 
© he ſetteth Deacons before Prieſts, that is to: ſay, before'Biſhops : whereas the 
* Apoſtle plainly teacheth us, that Priefts and Biſhops aze all one. to = | 


S, Auguſtin 
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' S. Auguſtin ſaith, * Ouideſt Epiſcopus nift primus Prepbyter, kor eſt, ſummns Sacer= 
© dos? What isa'Biſhop but the firſt Prieſt, - that is to ſay, the High Prieſt ? So 


faith S. Ambroſe, '* Epiſcopi & Presbyreri: mira oratiatio eft : Vterque enim Sacerdos 


eeft, ſed Epiſcapus primiseſt, There is bur one Conſecration of Prie.t, aid Bi- 
© ſhop, fer both of them are Prieſts, but the Biſhop is the firft. 

And to what theſe Fatoners ſay, we may add the Teſtimony of Learned Grottas, 
who, forthe Reputation he hath juſtly gaincd in the World, of grezt Know- 
ledge, and exatt Criticiſm, may-poffibly ignites fomewiart with you. He 1n his 
Epiſtle to Bignorims commencing that of C/:mezt, which i bave often cited ; a= 
morg other Conſiderations that indnced him to approve thereof, as Genoine, 
notes this as a main one, QOurdi.nuſcu.m meminit 'exoi tis Hitus Eprſcoporum auttori- 
e vis gut Ecclefre Conſuerudine poſt Marci mortem Alex nie, atque co Exenmplo ali- 
bi intreduti capit,.'ſtdp!a' e ut Paulus Apoſtolus, oftendit Ecciefias Communi Prisbyte« 
r0-um,” qui "iidem omres & Fpiſeopi ip ſt Panlogue dicuntur Conſiiio fuifſe Gubenatas . 
© Fhat Clement nowhere makes any mention in his Epiſtle, ot that Eminent Aus 
© thority of Biſhops, that' by the Cuſtom of the Church, began when Mark was 
© deat}, to be firroduced it Alexrard:1ia, and after that Example in other places 
© but he plainly ſhews, as the Apoſtle Pax! alſo ders, that the Churches were 
© Fthep]-poverned by the Common Council of the Elders, all of which are ſtilced 
< Biſhops?by him, as well as by'S Pax, 

'' By whzti haveſaid you may ſee how little Satisfation I received in the Proofs 
you gave'me of the- early diſtinction between Biſhops and Presbyters, tor none of 
them do reach home unto the Firſt Age, and to the D.ovefan Prelatical Biſhop z 
and if they did, would move me but little, For as for Tertil/ian, he more than 
ſeems tobe on my fide, when ſpeaking of the Chriſtian Congregarzons, both as to 
their Diſcipline and Government, and to their Worſhip, he ſays; Preſident probati 
quigue ſenores, Hon rem iſt um non pretio, ſed Teſtimonio adepti; That the Presbyters 
have the Rule and Government in them. 

| As for Clemens Alexardrins his Imitations of the Angelical Glory | wp#uan 
T Ayers; Aotys |, in which you do imagine you have found the orders of the 
Celeſtial Hierarchy, imitated in the Biſhop, Presbyter and Deacon ; this is but 
a Flouriſh of Rhetorick in that Father ; -who though in his Pedagague he ſpeaks of 
Biſhops, Presbyters and Dzacons , as alfo of Widows ; yet in his Stromats ( Lib. 
6. & 7.) where he treats of the Ecclefiaſtical Orders more at large, he mentions 
but T wo, the Presbyters, and Deacons, and plainly intimates, that the Biſhop 
was only a Presbyter honoured with the firſt Seat. 

But I am much ſurpriz2d at your Ciration of the Emperor Aarian his Epiſtle to 
Servianus recorded by Phlegon, and related by Yoprſcus ; tor certainly it appears 
by that Epiſtle that Adrian had bur little Acquaintance with the Egyptian Chri- 
ſtians, and then, his Authority is of as litcle moment; or elſe, theſe Chriſtians 
were of the worſt of Men ; for he repreſents them, as well as the other Inhabi- 
tants of Eygypr, to be a moſt ſeditious, vain, and moſt Injurious fort of Men, and 
particularly ſays, That thoſe which Worſhip Serapis were Chriſtians, and that 
the Biſhops of Chriſt were devoted unto Serapis ; He adds, That the yery _ 
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arch ( Ipſeille Patriarcha ) coming into Egypt, was conſtrained of ſome: to Were 
ſhip Scrapis, and others ( ro Worſhip) Chriſt, * Was ever any thing more viru- 
lencly ſaid of Chriſtians ? and indeed more piſtakingly ? for as for the Devoticn 


of their Biſhops ro Scraps, I cannot jmagine any occaſion that theſe Chriſtiars 


ſhould give, which, with any Colour, ſhould render them ſuſpeRted of- that 1do- 
latry, but their Signing with the Sign of the Croſs; and this might, it being a 
way of profeſſing Chriſtianity, that at thax Time was newly become the Mode, 
and prob: bly it had the Fate of New Modes, which is, to, be approved of by ſome, 
. and be rejected 2nd nick-named of others. 

I amthe more inclined to think that this Story of Serapis had ſome relation to 
the Chriſtian Biſhops, who ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs, beczuſe | find in 
Pignorims, in his Expoſition ot the Menſa Iſaica, that Serapis was uſed to be de- 
noted by a Crols, Urceo ( ſays he) ſuperne infixa Crux Serapidem notat. And 
ſays Rhodiginus, Lett. ant. l. 10. c. 8, g. figuram ejuſmod; , (peaking of the Croſs) 
Serapidis peftori inſculpebant Fg yprii: Adding, out of Suidas, That in the time of 
the Emperour Theodoſins, when the Temples of the Greeks were deſtroyed, there 
were found in the Sacrary of Seraprs certain Hie roglyphic Letters which reſembled 
a Croſs. But to let this paſs, 1 ſee no cogency 1n the Citation you make from 
the Emperour Adrian to evidence any ſuch Diſtinftion between a Biſhop and -a 
Presbyter to have been in that time as 1s In ours, and as yeu do plead for; for in 
that Epiſtle there is only the Name of Biſhop and Presbyter, without any ſpecifi- 
cation of Office ſignifiee by it, either as to 1ts Nature cr Limits; ard poſlibly 
ſome will tell you, That by the Coherence of tle Epiſtle, it is not ſoclear, but 
that Adrian might intend the ſame Officers by Biſhop and Presbyter.But [ have no 
liſt to engage in ſuch a Diſpute ; and thexclore haſten to tell yoy what is above 


any, that 1 am, 
S I R, 


Tour Hamble Servant. 
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Expected, that as I had eſſayed to ſet out a Scheme of Ctiurch-Government, 

and ſuch a one as l believed. and do ſtill believe, to have been the Primitive 

and Original, and of Apoſtolical Inſtitution ; ſo you likewiſe would have 

' given a Scheme according to your Sentiments; and then, by Comparing 
Scheme with Scheme, and each with the Account of the Scriptures, and other un- 
doubted Accounts of the firſt Century, we might at laſt come to have made a ſurer 
judgment, which was the Right and which the Wrong, thaa now, in the parcelling 
and retailing way you take, it is poſlible to do. | 

Indeed, to gain a true Light into the Nature and Frame of Church-Government, 
in the whole extent of it, one ought to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral States and Circum- 
ſtances in which the Church hath been, and accordingly conſider the ſeveral Or- 
ders, which were in it, in thoſe ſeveral States, and the Grounds and Reaſons of 
choſe ſeveral Orders. Now the Church (1 ſpeak of the Catholick or Evange- 
lical Church ) may be conſidered, either as it was a Conſtituting, before it had 
r#ceived External Forrn and Shape, as to Orders : Or after it was Conftituted ; 
and that the Apoſtles, who had not only received Inſtruftions from their Maſter 
what todo in things pertaining to the Kingdomof God, but were likewiſe invited 
by the concidence of Events, had put their laſt Hand unto ir. 

Again, the Church, after its being Conſtituted and Clothed with Orders, under- 
goes a Double Conſideration, tor it may be conſidered, either as it ſubſiſted ang 
{tood alone, ſingly, in a State of Separation from Secular Governments ofthe World, 
or as it is united to them by the Laws and Ordinances ( that in ſeveral Countries 
are ſeveral ) which they have enacted and eſtabliſhed abour ir. 

Whoſoever conſiders the Church whilſt conſtituting, before it had received its 
external Form and Orders, ought at the ſame time to acknowledg, That of neceſ- 


ſity there muſt be perſons to conſtigute it, and cloth it with theſe Orders , which 
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perſons, if veſted with Authority ſo to do,” are properly Officers: but yet, in that 
performance, cannot be conceived to be or aft as ordinary Officers, theſe being 


permanent and ſtanding, and belonging to the Church as conſtituted ; whereas that 


Office had its place before the Conſtitution of the Church, as being ordained to 
conſtirute it. 

This Office ( as I evinced in my former Paper) appertained to the Apoſtles, 
it being their Work to lay the Foundation of the Chriſtian Church, by preaching 
the Docrin of Chriſt, as true upon their own Knowledg, and conſequently 
making Believers or Diſciples, -which was to gather the Church ; as alſo by inſti- 
ruting of Officers, and giving Rules about them; whieh was to put the Church un- 
der Orders, and to ſettle its Government, 

On this Account the Church i8faid to be built upon the Foundation of the Apo- 
ſtles and the New Jeruſalem, the City of God, ( or the Evangelical Church in its 
moſt reformed State ) 1s deſcribed-in- the Revelations to have twelve Foundations, 
anſwering to the twelve Apoſtles ; who by the DoCtrin which they preached and 
witneſſed, and the Order which they ſetled, did indeed lay the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Church, and let it on foot. 

It is true, the Evangeliſts as well as the Apoſtles were (in part at leaſt ) the 
Founders of particular Churches ; But the Apoſtles only ( with the ,Prophets, ) 
have the 'Honour-of being ſtiled Founders of the Church ; theſe being the only per- 
ſons that were commiſſioned by. our Lord Chriſt for that end : He immediatel __ 
ing and directing his Apoſtles, but, theſe ſending and direQting the Evangeliſts,w 


are therefore called by ſome ( and not unfitly) Apoſtoli Secondariz, Apoſtles. of 


the Second-Order : So that 1. do diſtinguiſh between the Founding of the Church 
which was done by the Apoſtles only; and that of particular Churches, which was 
performed by the Evangeliſts'as well as by the Apcftles. £ 

By the Church, which tor diſtinCtton ſake I call Eſſential, to. diſcriminate it 
from particular Conſtituted Churches, I mean nothing but the whole Multitude 
or Company of the Faithful, as they are united. to-Chriſt,. and. hold Communion 
with him, as well as one with another, by one Common Faith, and by the parti- 
cipation of' the Holy Spirit. And of this Church all that do believe in, and make 
a true Profeſſion of Chriſt ( though as yet they are.not ranked. in any particular 
one) are Members, and have their ſeveral Uſes, according to the Meaſure of the 
Diſpenſation given them ; from which Meaſure ſome are Principal and ſome are 
leſs Principal Members; He gave ſome Apoſt les, and ſome Prophets, &c. - 

This Eſſential Church, though: jt is a kind of a Body, Society and City, yet it 
is not a Secular Politick Body ;. I mean not a Body, united.in- it ſelf, under . one 
External Viſible Head, by any Univerſal Politick Orders and Dependencies that 
run throughout it, fuch as are in Secular Governments, whether Monarchical, 
Ariſtocratical or Democratical, to make them one. But it isa Spiritual Myſtical 
Body, a Body united unto Chriſt the Head by the Spirit of Faith and Love, under 
the Laws and Rules of Chriſtianity ; a Religion which obliges all- its Members .to 
Communion one With another ( as much as is. poſlible ) for mutyal Edification and 
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4 Could all the Members of the Chriſtian Chnrch have held Communion one with 


another, -and ordinarily have met together for the Diſcharge of Common Duties 
and Offices z and all have been ſubje&t unto one External Government, common 
to them, there would ſtil] have been but one Congregation of them, as there was at 
fiſt, and conſequently but one Church, as to External Ocders. 

But the Chriſtian Church, in the nature of it, being Cathoalick and Univerſ”,, 
that is, rot walled in and confined by diſtinguiſhing Rites and Cuſtomz, as the 
Jewiſh was, unto a particular People, but lying in common to all Nations, as 
much as unto any ; fo that fuch External Communion and Government was abſd- 
lutely impraCticable in the whole, as taken together; therefore it was necellary 
that it ſhould be praftiſed ( as indeed it was) only by Parts, each of which Parts 
was to bear the Denomination of the Whole, as being the whole in Little. This 
is the Original of particular Churches, in reference to which Churches it may be 
obſerved, That as the Jewiſh Church ( which ſome. call the Synagogue) was 
founded in a Nation, ſo the Chriſtian Church, eminently ſtiled the Church, was 
founded in a particular Aſſembly ; the Mother- Church at Jeruſalem was only a 
ſingle Congregation. It was for the former Reaſon, zs well as for others, that 
the Apoſtles, when they inſtituted Church-Government, did not give any General 
Scheme that ſhonld relate-to the Catholick Church, as to an External Body, or wo 
Provincial, or to National Churches z bur they only fetled Particular Churches, 
as Homogenecal Parts of the Whole : And theſe in this Order, That as the whole 
Church was a free People that had not one only, but many Apoſtles, who, by the 
Original Inſtitution, were to take the Care of it; ſo in every particular Church 
( which was to be a Vicinage under Orders, or a Company of Profeſſing People, 
that could conveniently meet together for the: Diſcharge of Chriſtian Offices ) 
there ſhould be not one only, but many Presbyters ( a College of Presbyters an- 
ſwering to the College of the Apoſtles, ) who ſhould Rule and Govern, but as 
over a Free People, and therefore, in all material Buſineſs, with their Approba- 
tion and Suffrage. | 

Thus in the Mother- Church at 7er/alem, beſides the Apoſtles, which were Ex- 
traordinary, there was a Sex:re or College of Elders, as the ordinary ſtanding Oft- 
cers; and theſe, with the whole Church, - or Body of the People and Brethren, 
are convented upcn the Buſineſs of Arrioch, 

And thus the Apoſtles Paul and Barnabas, every where, in every Church or 
Congregation, are laid to have eſtabliſhed a Senate or Presbyters, and that too by ' 
the.Suffrage or x£1!coT0!7x of the People. 

So that the Original Government of theChurch, of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, was 
only Congregational ; which Congregational Government conſiſted of the People 
or Brethren, and of the Presbyters or Senate; in which S=nate he that preſided, tho? 
in proceſs-of Time he was called Bithop, by appropriation of the Name which all 
the Presbyrers enjoyed at firſt in Common, yer, in the Original Inſtitution (he ) 
was no more than the firſt-named Presbyter, and ſo no otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed in 
it, than as Percy ( wzs) in the Inſtitution of the College of the Apoſtles, who is 


' ſtill firſt named in it, And /ucha Biſhop 1 do acknowledg to have been from -- 
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| , The Native of Chiarch-Government. . A 
great Antiquity, namely, a Congregational Biſhop, : that bad the firſt DircChion 
of Matters, a Perſon that was Primms Preibyter, a Presbyter only in Order, :and 
the firſt of that Order in the:College of Presbyters :/But a Dioceſan Biſhop inveſted 
with the Power of ſole Ordination and Juriſdiction, and 'Suffragan too -( for 
this is the Biſhop that is in Controverfie berween us, ). this Biſhop you muſt prove, 
if you can, and nothing is done it you do not provehim to be Apoſtolical. 

Sure I am that S. Cyprian conſidered himſelt but as. a firſt Presbyter'; and there- 
fore as his Name for the Biſhop is always prepoſitas ,, in reſpect of the People : So 
he calls the P resbyters his Compresbyters,; Ep. 1. 4. ep. 8. [Q#:5 ad primitivum 
Compresbyterum noſtrum : Et 1. 4. ep. 6. Liter tue per Quintum Compresbyterummiſſe, 
Ay.! the 2gth Epiſtle of the 3d Book is directed to (this) Compresbyters. And 
mthe 24th Epiſtle of the ſame Egok he calleth Rogatianus his Compresbyter ; but 
he no. where calls the DeaconsTils Condeacors; clearly implying by that Deno- 
mination, that when he was: made Biſhop he ceaſed not to be a Presbyter,. as not 
become of another Order, only he was now a Preſident in it, and poſleſled of the 
firft Chair. I do not fd you deny the Inſtitution of the Presbytery ( the which 
I have abundantly evinced, ) or ſo much, that in the firſt Times, the Biſhop was 
only the Preſident of 1t, or the hilt Presbyter,. which yet is the main of.the Cauſe ; 
And youcan as little deny, if you will be juſt; the Power and Intereſt ot the Peo< 
ple, who are called in Scripture ſometimes the: Church and ſometimesthe Brethren, 
and in Termnllian and Cyprian the Plibs, Thus you find in the As of the ' Apoſtles, 
the People concerned 11 the EleCtion of Afarrhias [| Perer ſpake to the whole Al- 
ſembly, Aden and Brethren, &c. ] S5in that of the Deacons [| Wherefore Brethren 
look, you out among you feuen men of honeſt :eport, &c. ] *And in the Ordination of 
the Presbyters, tor Paul and Barn..bas, ordained with the xcicoTovice? of the People, 
Atts 14.23. Again, they are concerned inthe Cenſure of the Inceftuous Corin- 
1:9, not only by way of Approbation, as where it is-laid, When you are gathered 
rogether, &c. 1 Cor. 5. 4- but by way of Judgmeat and Ex-:cution, verfe. 12, 13: 
ln fine, even in the Debate and Deciſion of Controverſies; for the brethren were 
together with-the apoſties and elver:, and there was much diſputing, ( which, 1 ſhould 
think, was rather among the Feople than among rhe Apoſtles and'Elders: ) Ard 
the Decretal Epiſtle gocs as well in the nant of the bretbren as 1n that of the apoſtles 
and elaers,, ACts 15. 1, 7, 22, 23. | 

Nor were the People entirely deprived andouted of their Original Power or 1n- 


OypEj-l.1, tereſt in EleCtions and Cenſures, even in the Timeof S. Cyprian, ior he plainly 
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aſſerts to them the chict Share, both in the EleCtion of the Prepcſt i, or Biſhops 


' that zre worthy, andin the rejection of the unworthy ; and this he doth both by 


the Congruity of the O/d Teſtament, and the Practice recorded: in the New; (not 
or.ly allowing to them (as ſome would have it) a preſence in all TranſaQtions, bur 
aiming their Power ( Cyp:z n's Word is poreſtas ) and their Suffrage. Propter 
quod, plebsobſequens precepts dominieis & Dewum meincns, a pittore prepeſio SE P A- 
R ARE ſe debet, cum ipſa maxime habear poteſt ute wil eligendi dignos Sac rdotes, wel 
indignos recuſardji, For which reaſon a people that obferves the Lords Conunands 
and tears God, ought to ſeparate themſelves from a Biſhop that is wicked, in as 


| 'The Nature of c hurch«Goverfiment. ; 
"-muchas they, principally, have the power both of elefting worthy Prieſts, and of 
+ FejeCting the unworthy. 


This jis farther evident in the Reſolve, that Cyprian ( as himſelf profeſſes ) coypr. Zip. 
aſſumed at his coming firſt to the Biſhoprick , which was, Thas he would do #- 3. Ep. 


" nothing of buſineſs by himſelf, and fingly without the Counſel of the Elders, 
and Deacons, nor without thz Conſent of the People : Solus reſcribere nil 
- potui, cum 4 primordio' Epiſcopatus mes ſtatu-rim nil ſin: concilio veſtro, ( Writ- 
ing unto the Elders, and Deacons ) & ſine Conſenſu plebis, mea privatim ſen- 
1entia gerei e. f | 
In fine, in Clemens Romanus, who preceded Cyprian, as living in the Age of 
the very Apoſtles themſelves, we have a plain Intimation of the Intereſt and 
Right of the People, in the EleCtion of Presbyters, and in their RejeCtion'; 
from which alſo we may conclude the ſhare they had in other matters; ſor in his 
Epiſtle: to the Corinthians, he fays, Thoſe who were appointed by the Apoſtles, 
or by other Excellent Men olwev3zxmonog Þ tnunnolng meons, with the Conſent 
* and Approbation of the wile Church, and who lived worthily, ought 
not to be (injuriouſly) deprived of their Miniſtration. *[T And, by the way, this 
Teſtimony of Clement ſhews in what ſenfe it is ſaid, that Paul and Barnabas did 
Chiroronize Elders, it being evident that it relates to that which ſtands upon 
Record in the As of the Apoſtles, of what was done by thoſe Two in that kind 
"-of buſineſs. ] After the former evidences, I do not ſee how it can be queſti- 
-oned, that the Government of particular Churches was at firſt (what I have 
affirmed it ) Popular and-Democratical, as conſiſting of the Authority of a Se- 
nate, and of the power of a People, or in S. Cypriaz*s Language, of the Ma- 
jeſty of the People, -and* the Authority of Prieſttiood : Thus reſembling the 
Greek Rephblicks and their Eccleſie, or popular Aſſemblies, which, at A:hens, 
were compoſed of Proedri, who diretted and ordered matters, and of the People 
who voted: Andeven Or#ger againft Celſus, L. 7. as Mr. Thorndike tells me (for 
1 have not Origen at preſent by me) compares the Government of the Churches 
of Chriſt, as 1 have, to the Republicks of the Cities of Greece. Y. 
Bur poſſibly you will grant me, that Congregational Government was of Apq- 
ſolical Inſtitution ; but it will be a matter of too hard a Digeſtion to yield, there 
was no other Government that was likewiſe ſo : And yet, it you' cannot give me 
an Apoſtolical Draught of any other Church-Government, nor one Inftance ( as 
I believe you cannot) of any Church in the Firſt Century, or till toward the end 
ofthe Second, (if then) but whit was Congregational, nor of any Officers ( be- 
"ſides the Apoſtles, Evangelifts, and Praphets, ) which were not local, and lis 
mited to particular Congregations : It muſt then be acknowledged, that no o- 
'ther Governmetit ( intended for after- times )) but the Congregational was abſo- 
- Jutely primitive, and of Apoſtolical Original ; ſay not, it might be, though not 
recorded ; for Exdem eft ratio n0n 4pparentium & non exiftentium ;, tous it was not, 
if it appears not ; perhaps but one Church in one City or Town at, firſt ; but no 
'*hiſtanep can'be given of one Paſtor oyer divers Cities and Towns. 
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The Nature of Church-Government. 

The former truth is ſo great a one, that even in the time of S. Cyprian ( when 
yet too many Novelties, not to ſay Corruptions, had invaded _ the. Church ) the 
Ulurpation that was. then begun. upon the Rights of the People, had not pre- 
vailed ſo far, but that as the Biſhop. of that time was Congregational only, and 
local, (to ſpeak generally ,_) ſo he was not ordained at large, but to a certain 
People, and Cure. Thus, faith S. Cyprian, was Sabinus ordained. The Paſſage 
is very remarkable, and ſince it not only evidences the Point I have aſlerted, but 
does alſo vindicate the Presbyterian way of Ordination uſed now, as a way that 
was uſed at that time, to wit, by the Concurrenee of preaching Miniſters, Pre- 
poſiti, or Biſhops of ſeveral Congregations, and the laying on of their, or one of 
their hands , for this reaſon I will cite it at large. : 

Propter qued (faith he) diligenter de Tragitione divina & Apoſtolica ſervandum ef 
& tenendum,- quod apud nos quoque, &: fers per provincizs unverſas tene:ur, ut ad 
or dinationes rite celebrandas, ad cam plebem.cui Prepols:us ordinatur,. Epiſcopi. ejaſ- 
dem provinciz proximi quigue conveniant, & Epiſcopus delegatur plebe preſente, 
que fingulorum vitam pleniſſime . novit & uniuſcujuſque attum de ecjus conver ſati« 
one perſpexit; quod & apud vos faltum videmus in Sabini College noſt/i ordina- 
tione, ut de univerſe fraternitatis Sufffragio, & de Epiſcoporum api in praſentia 
Convenerant, quique de. co ad; vos Litteras fecerant Fudicio, Epiſcopatus.ei deferre- 
thr, & manus ei in Locum Baſolidis ——— [ or imponerentxr. ] Wherefore 
it ought diligently to. be. obſerved, and maintained as a thing of Divine Tra- 


dition, and of A poſtolical practice, the which alſo is obſerved by us, and al-, 


moſt in all: the Provinces, that to the end Ordinations may be rightly made, 
the Biſhops of the ſame Province, which are neareſt co that People tor whom, 
a Miniſter. is ordained, do all m:et, aad*that the Biſhop be choſen, the People 
being preſent, who have a, perfect, Knowledge of the Life that every-one bath, 
led; and alſo do throughly underſtand his ability by his. Converſation. 
this we ſee you alſo have obſerved in the Ordination of Sahinus, our Colleague, 


on whom, as well hy the Suffcage of the Brotherhood, as the Judgment of all the 


Biſhops, both thoſe that were then preſeat,, and thoſe rhat ſent you their Letters 
about him, the Biſhoprick was caonferre1, and hands impoled in place -of 
Baſtiides. | 

ial learned Men that have told us that the Chriſtian Churey was formed 
aſter the Faſhion of the Synagogues and nct of the Temple, or rather the. Ta- 
bernacle, did certainly own a true Idea of this buſineſs : - There was. but one 
Temple ia all F:dea, as but one Church, and.one Higt Pricſt, to whom the 
other Prieſts,zs alſo the Levites, in ſeverel ord-rs, were ſubordinated, . as well 


”"-as one to another, ina certain line of Depedance. _ But the Synagogues were 


many, and many in one City, even ſome Hundreds in Jeruſalem, and in every 


Synagogue, ( if all had one form) there were many Rulers: Now particular 


Churches are unto the Catholick Church, the. ſame, in proportion, that Synas, 
gogues were to the Jewiſh, ; - 


And. 


To- 


| The Natureof Charch-Government. 
To be ſure, this. is manifeſt to whoſoever conſiders it, That Chriſt and his 


. Apoſtles did carefully avoid the Irnitation and Similitude of the Tabernacle in 


all their Inſtiturions, and - all their Orders : The Apoſtles were never called 
Chief Prieſts, nor the Presbyters Prieſts, the Miniſters the Clergy,. nor the Peo- 
ple the Laity ; no National Form of Church Government was ever Eſtabliſh.d, 
no Conſecration of Officers.; ro Gzrmznts or Holy days, or other ſuch lize Ob- 
ſervances, were ever appointed by them, in Conformity to thoſe of the Taber- 
nacle. But when the Judaizing Opinion, which prevailed mightily even in the 
days of. the Apoſtles, had, after their deceaſe, diffuſed. and ſpread it ſelf farther, 
fo that Chriltians came into an Admiratioa of- the Orders, Beauty and Pomp ot 
the Tem2le, which was but a fixed Tabzraacle, and Chriſtianity it ſelf became. 
conſidered ( as by ſome it is this day ) but as another kind of Judaiſm, then Mini- 
ſters were turned inta Prieſts, Deacons to Levires, and Ordination to Conle- 
cration ; the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was turned. into- a Sacrifice, the 
Table to an Alcar. The Tabernacle, Times -and Seaſons of Exſter and Whit ſun- 
tide, became generally obſerved, ( only with ſome little Bowing, and bending 
of themſelves to Chriſtianity, ) and the Tabernacle Maintenance in time became 
inſiſted upon alſo, as well as the Tabernacle Title. 

Thus began the Defeftion , which upon the Tabernacle Grounds, and by pre- 
tences of ſome Analogy unto the Orders of that Fabrick, did. afterwards grow 
up to a great height in moſt Countries, in a National Form and Dependance. but 
in none to that Pecfetion, as under the Papacy ; which as it doth divide its Rites 
and Obſer vances ( almoſt all) from the Tabernacle, ſo it. can pretend. to- 
yery little Authority for them , but what conceited Analogies, and tome Con- 
gruities of Reaſon, taken from the*Tabernacle Orders, and the Tabernacle 
Worſhip, do afford unto them z but Chriſt: and' his Apoſtles appointed not any 
National Forms, as that under the Tabernacle was. Indeed, hadthe Apoſtles 
owned any Pretentions ofa Deſign to ere a National (much more an Univerſal) 
Hierarchy, or Form of External Government in the Church, ar had they done any 
ting to Occaſion a Juſt Suſpition of ſuch a Deſign, it would have much. obſtructed 
the true Deſign and End of their Miſſion, which was the planting and ſpreading 
of Chriſtianity. For then, Magiſtrates and Rulers, in their own. Defence, and 
for Preſervation of their own Inherent Prerogatives and Rights, mult have al- 
ways oppoſzd it ; fiace the Permiſſion of ſuch an Authority, ſach a Power over 
their Subj:&s, that would not only poſleſs an Intereſt_in their Conſciences, but be 
ſtrengthciie?, as a Secular Empire, by a clofe Connettion of all the parts of it, 
and an exait Dependance and Subordination, would render their own precari- 
ous ; ſach a pretence muſt needs have awakened the Jealouſie of Kings, as indeed 
i&-did, when Chriſt but ſpake of a Kingdom, though Spiritual, and but in Hearts ; 
much more then, had it been an External and Viſible Kingdom, for then, Reaſon 
of State, would for ever oppoſe Chriſtianity. 

But notwithſtanding all that I have ſaid, 1 doubt nat_but you will tell me, That 
theGovernment of the Church is Univerſal,and that there is a Catholick Hierarchy; 
that the Apoſtles were ordinary Randing Officers, and .that, as Apoſties,theF- wore 


19 


.20 "The Natare of Church-Government: 
the very fame in the Primitive Church, that Dioceſan Biſhops are now-; and Dioce- 
fan Biſhops.the fame now the Apoſttes were then; that the Apoſtles exerciſed Ju- 
riſdiftion over the Particular Churches which they inſtituted ; And that Timorhy 
and 7irus, who were Biſhops ( not Congregationzl, but Diocefan Biſhops ) were 
ordained ſuch by S. Par/. Ard as you will tell me thele and the like, very plau- 
ſible things, of B ſhops; ſo 1 make no queſtion but others will tell me as plauſible 
of the Ccuncil at Jeruſalem, and of the Gorernment of the Catholick Church by 

Covurcils znd Synods of B:ſhops, in Correſpondence to that; That the Apoftles,as 
Apoſties,ſhould be-Dioceſan Biſhops,and that Dioceſan Biſhops.zs ſuch, ſhould be 
Apoſtles, ſeems ſo ſtrange an Aſſertion; and ſo much againſt the Common Senſe 
N11. 1. de of moſt Believers, that 1 wculd reſt the Controverſie on that Iſſue. * Sure I am, 
Pape Hi. Nilms Archbiſhop of Theſſalorica tells us exprefly, 6 5 n&T«5,*&c, The Pope is 
m_— no Apoſtle, for the Apeſtles did not make or 01d«in Apoſtles, but Paſtors or Teachers; 
much leſs the Chief of the Apoſtles : Thus he. | 
Atd indeed there were but twelve Apoſtles originally, which riumber was fo 
ſtated that it gave Denomination to their"Otder, they were called the Twelve. 
As for Payl, who alſo was an Apoſtle, and not of the Twelve, he was the 
Miniſter of the Gentiles; ard as theſe were a kind of Proſclytes to the Jewifh 
Church, ſo he was a kind of Profſelyte or ſuper- added Apoſtle : Himſelf expreſſes 
it, That he mas one born out of due ſeaſon. 1 Cor. 15. 18, And for the Offices of 
Apotieip and Epiſcopacy, I have ſhewed in my former” Letter how-much they 
- differ. : 
*Tis true, you ſay, that Biſhops are ſometimes called Apoſttes, 'and that too 
by the Fathers ; but, you may remember, I acquairited you they. were not ſtiled 
fo by any Fathers of the firſt Century, or till towards the latter end (if then ) of 
'the Second: Elfe, that Biſhops are ſometimes called Apoſtles 1 know, and 
©Dr. Cave bath many Citations to'that purpoſe, *' to which you have acded fome, 
and might have added more: but the Senſe in which they were called Apoſtles, 
is that only which is of #ny concern to-us : And certainly, notwithſtanding aHl 
that ycu have ſaid ro the contrary, it doth'not as yet appear, that thoſe Biſhops 
- that were called by the Antienr Fathers,” Apoſtles, were Dioceſan Biſhops ; for 
They might be, 'and really, for all that glorious Denomination, they were but 
Congregational Prelates, who, becauſe in a'fenſe they were Succeſſors of the 
_ Apoſties, and the fame, in fome Proportion, -unto particutar Churches, that the 
Apoſtles themſelves were to the general, even for that reaſon they were called 
_ Apoſtles, and all as well as any Dioceſans. | 
.* That the Biſhops compared to the Apoſtles by S. Cyprian ( who is one of the 
\ "firſt that compares themTſo,) were only Presbyterical and Congregational Biſhops, 
is evident, in that,” even there where'he ſo compares them, he doth plainly Con- 
1 Ut tradiſtinguiſh them to the” Deacons; '-for even there he mentioneth but Two 
7 |: - Orders, 2s S. Paulto Timothy doth ; and therefore muſt be underſtood to mean 
3 BY as he doth, the one 'of the'Biſhops, and Prepoſiri, which he compares to Apoſtles, 
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The Nature of Church-Government. 
tem.  Diaconi debent, quoniam Apeſto!os,” id eft, Epiſcopos & prafeſiros Dominus 
eligit, Di «conos autem poſt aſſenſum domimt' in Czlos, Apoſtoli ſibs conſtituerunt Epiſ- 
copatus ſui & Ecclefie miniffres. And *tis plain in that Citation, which I made 
before from S. Cyprian, that his Biſhop or Prepoſirus ( for both in him are Ex- 
preſſions, of one ard the ſame Office ) was a Preaching Miniſter, ordained unto 
a certain People [ ad cam plebem cui Prapoſiius ordinatur, Cc. | 

Again, that the. preaching Miniſters or Paſtors of Congregations were conſider- 
ed, as in a Senſe, Succeſſors'of the Apoſtles, and compared co then on that Acz 
count, - is farther evidenced from the Teſtimony of Nilzs, who, in his Book of the 
Primacy of the Pope of Rome, hath theſe Words, 77 5! &v 75 pxiv, and what 
then may. one ſay ? is not the Pope entirely the Succeſſor of Fe:er ? Yes he is, bur 
*tis as he is a Biſhop, * and is no more thai what every Biſhop that was ordained 
&« by Peter may eaſily challenge. But there were many that by his (namely Peters) 
« Hand: received this Grace of Epilcopacy; Ay, every Prieſt this way is a Suc- 
<« ceſlor of that Apoſtle ,.. from whom, by Tradition, he received Pricfthood, 
&« and thus there are many Succeſſors as well of Peter as of other Apoſties ; but in 
<« other ReſpeQts they have no Succeſlors. | 

Thus he ſpeaketh plainly, That Biſhops and Paſtours ſucceeded the Apoſtles, 
but not in the Apoſtleſhip ; of this there is no Succeſſion : and Dr. Remolds is 
fully of the ſame Opinion, and ſpeaks home. 


| © Indeed it is a Point ( faith he ) well worth the noting, that as you do noto- Riend's 
&© rjouſly abuſe the Church of Chriſt ( ſpeaking to Harr) for you perſwade the WP 
<< that Chryſoſtom ſpake of Peter and Perer*s Succeſſors,fin the ſame meaning, T har = 


« Simple, and chiefly young Scholars, who truſt your Common: Place Books 


« the Pope doth, when he ſaith, That Peter and Peter's Suceeſlor is the Head of 
« the Church, and bindeth by ſolemn Oath to be obedient to the Biſhop of Rome, 
©« the Succeſſor of Peter,whereas S. Chry/oſtom meant by Peter's Succeſlors all them 
« whom Chriſt doth put in Truſt to feed his Sheep, as the Maſter of the Sentences 
« and Thomas of 4quin do give the Name of Peters Succeſſors to all Prieſts and 
« Prelates (as they term them) that is, to all Paſtors and Doctors of the Church ; 
« as S. Augufin teacheth, That it is ſaid to all when it is ſaid to Perer, Doft thou 
« love me? feed my ſheep . ASS. Ambroſe writeth, That he and all Biſhops have 
« received the Charge of the Sheep with Peter; as the Roman Clergy apply it to 
<* the reſt of the Diſciples of Chriſt, and the Clergy of Carthage too. Thus 
Dr. Reino/as. 

Burt I ftay too long on a matter that in no degree deſerves it; tor to inferr, 
that all Biſhops are properly Apoſtles, becauſe they have the Name of Apoſtles, 
is to imply, Thet Identity of Names, will inferr an Identy of Offices, at which 
Rate Joſeph the Mittendary in Epiphaniue, whom he calleth an Apoſtle, would 
have the Honour of being a Biſhop, and indeed, on that Account his Title is all 
as good as Biſhop Epephroditus's. 

*Tis true, you tell me, you believe as S. Hierome likewiſe did, That Epaphro- 
ditus was really the Biſhop, becauſe he is called the Apoſtle of the Philippians, 
Phi, 2.25. But as it is true, that in'the Greek it is | v@Gv 'Ant5ohoy | your 

'G Apoſtle, 
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The Nature of Church:Government. 
Apoſtle, ſo it may well be acknowledged, That gur Engliſh Tranſlators do ren- 
der that Expreſſion very well [” your meſſenger ] ſince nothing is more evident 
than this, That the Coherence and Connexion of the Text will carry it to that 
Senſe. #ÞU ſuppoſe it neceſſary to ſend to you Epaphroditus my brothur and companion in 
labour, and fellow ſoldier ; but, your meſſenger | AmcsNov] and my of my neceſſi- 
ties ; Which indeed he was, as appears, by Chap. 4.15, 18. No 

know that no Church communicated with me, as concerning giving and receiving, but ye 
only ;, T am fall, having received of Epaphroditus the things 7 which were ſent from 


you, ) but my God ſhall ſupply all your need, &C. to wit, as you by him have ſupplied 


mine. 

That the Apoſtles exerciſed a Juriſdiction over particular formed Churches, and 
over thoſe particularly, which themſelves had founded, is as little, to your pur- 
poſe, if Biſhops are not © ( which they are not ) either of the Order of the Apoſtles, 
or elſe Founders of Churches, as thele were ; as1n it ſelf itis a Truth, and not 
to be queſtioned. 

The Juriſdiction of the Apoſtles over particular Churches undergoes a Double 


Conſideration, in neither of which it ſymbolizeth with the Dioceſan or Epiſcopal; * 


for it may be conſidered,cither as it was anAppurtenance and Incident to theOffice 
of the Apoſtleſhip, to wit, as the Apoſtles were Fonrnders of the Church Eſſential 
and thus all the Apoſtles, as they had one Commiſſion, | ſo they had equal Au» 
thority, equal Juriſdiction over all the Churches. Or it may be conſidered as 
accruing to the Apoſtles from more particular Reſpects, to wit, as they were 
the Fathers and Founders of particular Churches : The former I call Effential, 
the latter Accidental Juriſdiction: of the Apoſtles. of | ape 

Take the Juriſdiftion. of the Apoſtles in the firſt Conſideration, and then 
Dioceſan Biſhops can no more pretend thereto, than they can'to the Office of the 
Apoſtleſhip [which was oecumenical for its extent, as well as Infallible for'its 
Execution, ] it being an Appurtenance and Incident only unto this, and dyed 
with their Perſons.; Or, take it more particularly, for that Authority which 
they aſſumed, and were underſtood to have, in. a more particular manner, over 
the Perſons. they had converted, and the Churches they founded, ( between 
which and themſelves.on that foot, there was a more particular Rekation than 
between others and them )) although in this Conſideration the Juriſdiftion of the 
Apoſtles was no other than what was common to them, with the Evangelifts or 
any other Perſons that planted Chriſtianity,made Converſions and ſetled Churches 
in any particular Regions or Places ; yet even this is as far from being Dioceſan 
as from being ordinary- 

A Founder that inſtitutes a College, ſettles Orders and makes Statutes, though 
he doth not conſtitute himſelf ( as rarely any does) a-Viſitor, yet, on extraor- 
dinary Occaſions, and in Difficulties ariflag about the Meaning of Statutes, or 
their Application, upon incident Emergencies he would think it but a Duty, while 
himſelf lived, and the Founded ſhould think it theirs, ' to have recourſe unto:him 
and to take his Dire&tions ; but he dying, that Authority, as being incident only 
unto his Perſon, dyes with him ; Founders, as ſuch, 'have' no Er. hs 

toucne 


the Philippians 


x 
y 
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The Nature of Church-Government, 


I touched in my former Letter on this latter Juriſdiction, in reſpect whereof, 
in a right ſenſe, one Apoſtle may well be affirmed to have had an Authority and 


Power, in ſome places, and over ſome Perſons, more than another ; far thus, in: 


a particular manner, Paul was ſtiled the Apoſtle of the Uncircumciſion, as Perer 
was of the Circumcifion. | 

The Apoſtle Pal, 1 Cor. 4. Expoſtulates with the Corjnthjans on this Account ; 
he aſſerteth the Authoriry he had over them, and ſhews rhe ground of that Au- 
thority ; for he affirms, That as he was their Father in Chriſt, ſo he had an Au- 
thority over them, as a Father over his Children, ver. 14, 15; 16. I write not 
theſe things to ſhame you, but as my beloved Sons 1 warn you ; for though you have 


_ ren thouſand Inſtruftors i Chriſt, yet have you no: many Fathers ; for 1n Chriſt 


Jeſus I have begotten you through the Goſpel. Thus he claims an Authority over 
them as being their Father, or one that had Converted them, which Authority 
ne plainly diſtinguiſhes trom theirs, who were only Iaſtrutors. Now Biſhops as 
{uch, are but Inſtructors of Churches, not Fathers; they may Convert and- 
Proſehite ſingle Perſons, but as Biſhops they do not Found Churches, but only 
Feed the Churches already founded. Mot 1 18 2 

In vertue of this Authority, as he was their Father and Founder, the Apoſtles 
Exerciſed that Juriſdition over the Church at Corinh, which you call Epiſcopal'; 
a thing ſo evident, that nothing can be more, to one that obſerves the Con- 
nexion: for in the latter end of the Fourth Chapter, he' evinced ( as I faid ) 
that he had a paternal Authority over them, as well as Care for them 3 and 
immediately in the beginning of the 5th. as an Inſtance of that Authority, he 
gn them that Direction about the Inceſtuous Perſon, upon which you 
1ſiſt, 

So that in this Tranſattion ( with the Corinthians) the Apoſtle afted not as 
an ordinary Biſhop, but acting by vertue of that Authority which he had over 
them, as he was the Perſon that had Converted them, and was their Father and 
Founder. The Quality he acted in was Extraordinary, and particular. Again 
the Cogniſance he took was Extraordinary too, he was preſent in Spirit, and not 
in Care and Aﬀetion only, [| affets et ſollicitudine ] as, by a ſuppoſed Parallel 
in the Expreſſion, Colof. 2. 5. you wonld have me believe -; for he makes his- 
preſence the ground of his proceeding in the Cenſure or Judgment which he 
pronounced, for 1 verily as abſent in Body, but preſent in Spirit, have Tuaged als 
ready, and all Judgment muſt proceed upon Evidence, by View, or Proof, not - 
Aﬀecion, and therefore his preſence, which is the:Ground of his proceeding, 
muſt be a Spiritual view. The Report or general Scandal, which is mentioned 
ver. 1, on whichyou inſiſt, was but a Motive ( to the Apoſtle ) to invite him to 
conſider the matter, it was not the Ground on which he proceeded in his Cen- 
ſure - this, as he plainly affirms, was his Spiritual view, or preſence in Spirit. 
And what Spirit ? but that ſame'Spirit mentioned afterwards in the ſame Text ; 
( which Spirit you muſt yield to be Extraordinary, and Apoſtolical ; ) -when you 
come together,and MY SPI RIT; it being but reaſon,that the ſame Spirit which 


gave in Evidence, ſhould alſo aſliſt at the Execution. bh 
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' The Natnre of Church-Government. 

But this latter Spirit . ( you ſay ) was but a Letter, or Authority, 'conveyed by 
the Apoſtles Letter ; and-why ( fay 1) the latrer Spirit not the ſame with the 
former ? and where, I pray you, is ( Spirit ) taken for a Letter, or for Antho- 
rity conveyed by it? I am ſure this ſame Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes Letter, Word, 
and Spirit, 2 Theſſ. 2. 2. and therefore, [| 2nd my Spirit ] ſhould not be [ ar.d 
my Letter, ] eſpecially when joyaed in the manzer 1x 1s here with the avrayus, 
the mighty power of our Lord Jeſas Chrift ; which, what it 4s, may rgore par- 
ticularly be underſtood by At. 1.8. But you ſhall receive the POWER of tbe 
Holy Ghoſt coming upon yea. | 

And the Sentence paſted by S. Pax!, was as Extraordinary as the Cognifance 
whereon he grounded it: for [ To deliver to Satan | was not to Excommugi- 
cate, either with the leſſer Excommunication , which is Suſpenſion trom the Sa- 
crament, or with the greater, which is a ſolemn Excifion from the Church. Some 
will tell you it was a Cenſurewholly unknown unto the Jews, wha yet had all + 
the Ferms-of Excommunication, Nidi, Cherem and Maranatha; and that in 
the whole New Teftament, noching in the leaſt is faid to ſupport this thought, 


hat: Tradition to. Satan.is Excommunication. . The delivery to Satan ( as. ma- 
ny of the theAntient-Fathers believed, ſome of whom your ſelf do cite) was 
certainly a-Jugiciary giving; the Dilinquent to. the Devil, as to-a Tormentor , tor ſo 


the: Apoſtles Phraſe doth carry it, when.he faith it, It was done &s5 oAt0toy 775 
on e325 , for the Defruttion of the Fleſh; and it was practiſed only by the Apoſtles, 
by their. Apoſtolical. Power, of which ſee Pcrrus Molinens in his Yates, L. 2. 


©C, TI 3... 


'You do indeed acknowledg at laſt; that Corporal Aſflition, cr Pains inflicted 


*by the Devil as -by:a Tormentor, had Place in the firſt Times, and by virtue too 
of Apoſtolical Cenſurez but.then, by way of Qualification, you ſay alſo, That 
-it-was: a Conſequent of Excommunication : But this is a thing that will not be 


received meetly upon your Authority, or upon the Authcrity of any Men, that 
lived in Times remote fromthe firſt; for it requires a Prog}, either from ſome 
-Fext of the Holy Scriptures, or from:ſome other Record of that ſame Time. It 


"Pi4. But. ts:Cleatr to me, That the Exereffs, the ſeparation or taking away from among 
 Texic.Rab. yhem;is-the only Excommunication that .is mentioned by the Apoſtles in 1 Cor. 5. 


ad VOCs 
. Nidvui, 


and yet ii fancy, fince it anſwered to the. Jewiſh Nidzi, which excluded not from 


Seldea de the Temple; it is not: that which you intend. However, it is plain that this 
 jur. nat-G@ Exereſis was: not a Delivery unto Satan ; for the Apoſtle ſpzaks cf the Sepa- 
gent. 1.4. ration ortaKing/away of the Man from-among them, as ofa thing they ought to 


"Go 9s 


have done of themſelves, without any Interpoſition of his, Verſe 2.. And you arc 
puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that be that bath done this deed might be taken 
away from among you; to wit, according ta the purport of a former Epiſtle v. 9. 
whereas the delivery unto Satan was the Apolſtie*s own proper Att, effected by 
bis 3-4 10 og Spirit, and by the mighty - Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Verie 34-4, $+ 


Again, 


_ "Aegais; it is plainthat'this.Exereffs was nothing but their ; Noncommunicating 
ad Mancenverſing with the lnceſtuous, the Corinthians being, obliged in point at 
PUy, tohave excluded him from their Society, ſo as ordinarily not .10 Keep 
him Company; for fuch a Diceion had bin given. to them. by the Apoſtle in a 
former Epiſtle, v.g. as a Rule of their Deportineng towards the Ungodly, which 
Rule be yet ſound-himlelt obliged to Explain and Qualifie in :þ5-, 2s which was 
Qnly to. be underſtood-of their Demeanour towards Profeſlc u s, ai.d indeed, (un- 
leſs they. would go out of the World.) prafticable only towards thele, and ſo, 
not.to be. undrrſtocd [ablolutely 2nd. unlimitedly, of all, verſe 11. Aid hav- 
ing touched their Remiſnels, verſe 2. andieinfcrced his DireCtion with its due 
Limitation ard-Qualification yerſe 10, 11. Le preſles them to . fellow 1t in thetr 
Carriage towards this inceſtuous Perion,veiſe 13. 7 HEREFORE put awzy 


| fromamony your ſelves, that wicked perſcn; THEREFORE, to wit, becautel 


did write unto. you | in a former Epiſtle, not to accompany. with Fornicators,' 
which now | tell you muſt be underſtood of Profeſſors that are, fuch, therefore'put 
away from among your ſelves that wicked Fornicator (and ſo purge out the old 
Leaven) by avoiding Converſation and Society.with him, as much as is poſſible. 
The connexion ſheweth, That not accompanying with this Wicked one, 1s the 
ſame with purging out the Old Leaven;and not accompanying with him was their 
putting-him.away from among themſelves:Not zccompanying with him. was ttieir 
Jadgment upon him,butthe Delivery of him unto Satan was the ApcſtIe?s ;ino In- 
itance can be given of any Perſons that gave up any unto Satan but the Apoſtles... 
Thus, 'if you pleaſe to take the Trouble of reviewing the Text, a ſecond time, 
with its intire Coherence, you cannot but obſerve, T bat it ſhews, that ſome- 
thing muſt be done by the Apoſtle?s own Power, and ſomething by the People's : 
io. wpat.rclates unto; the poſtle?s,. there. is firſt the Motive or Inducement' he had 
to,cqnſider. the Matter, and this was the general Scandal of it, verſe 1: : Secondly, 
The- Evidence whereupon he did -proceed to paſs this Sentence, which was his 
own, Spiritual View, rhough he was abſent in body, yet ke was BYY in ſpirit (the 
Antitheſis muſt be marked ) and therefore he judgeth, verſe 2. Thirdly, The 
Sentence which he paſſed, and that was, That the Criminal ſhould be delivered 
to:Satan, verſe 5. ; Fourthly, The manner how this Sentence was to be executed, 
and that-was, in 4 full congregation, in the name of Chriſt, with the apoſtolical Spirit, 
ard by the mighty Power Febe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, verſe -. "And ſhew me the Dio- 
ceſan thatcan do all this. What follows in the Chapter relates to the Judgment of 
- the People, and their putting of the Inceſtuous away ; which ( as I have ſhewed, 
and that by the Reference and Coherence ) is quite another thing than the deli- 
very of him to Satan. _ *' : GS 
.; By-this Time | believe it is very manifeſt, That Dioceſan Juriſdition cannot 
be founded with any clearneſs of Title upon the Inſtance alledged,” this beirg 
plainly Apoſtolical, and grounded on that Authority which S. Paul had in a par- 
ticular maxner over the Church of Corinth, both as he was an Apoſtle, and as their 
Apoſtle and Founder ;, and no Example muſt be preſſed further than the Ground 
and Reaſon thereof will carry it. 
Y H As 


' As for Temothy and Titze, who'are honoured by you | (as well as by cake ) ; 
with the Title of Biſhops, there is fo much -faid' toward the unbiſhoping-ofitiwq 
by Mr. Prinne and by  Smetiyamuus, &c, that I need Tay nothiig';- wherefore 1 
will only offer, that neither of them is ſtiled a Biſhop in the Holy Scriptiire ( for 
the Epiſtolary Poſteripts are none ) when-ever it mentions the being of them at 
their reputed Biſhopricks ; the one at Epheſus, the other at Crete. '' Again, Tims- 
thy in effeCt is ſtiled an Fraogelif bysS. Paul,” for when this Apoſtle exhorts Ti- 
mothy to make a faithful Diſcharge of the Office committed totim, his Expreſſion 
is, 2 the work of an, Evengeliſt', 2 Tim. 4.5. And indeed as. an' Evangeliſt ' was 
2 Secondary Apoſtle, that is, . not a ſettled ſtanding Officer, fixed in:any one' 
planted conſtituted Church, but an Affiſtant' ro the Apoſtles in'planting and 
ſettling Churches ; ſo we find .75meorhy, as an Ttinerant Officer, often'going from 
Place to Place upon occaſion, as he was Inyited or Imployed by Paul. The Stay 
he makes.even at Epheſw, was only upon the ,Defire' of that Apoſtle, and not 
from any Obligation arifing from the Duty of his Place, as had he been'a- Biſhop 
it would certainly have been ; for 1 Tim. 1, 3.* Pawl is ſaid to reqirſt Timothy to 
ſtay at Epbeſu, but, is not fgid'to have ordained him Biſhop there. In ſhort, the 
Tenor of the Epiſtle, that mentions the being of Ti-orby at Epheſus, as it directs 
bim in the Choice of Officers; and gives. him Diſciplinary Rules, ſo it ſheweth 
plainly, that his Bufineſs there was to perfe&t the Work of the Settlement of the 
Church begun by Pal ;, and this is the more probable, becauſe his Stay. and Buſi- 
neſs is limited to that Apoſtle*s Return, 1 Tims. 1. 3.- compared with Chap. 3: 
14, 15. Chap. 4: 13... - EE LT ny IC) + $ 

. And far Ti*s, it.is as evident that all his Buſineſs at Crete was thatof an Evan- 
gel « as that. Timothy's was ſo at Epheſus, for he was. left at Crere ( that- is the 
xpreſſen ) bes yot ſaid to be ordained Biſhop or Metropolitan there,” 'no more 
than Timethyls fald'tgqbeordajnetthe Biſhop of Epheſus, but as the latter is af- 
firmed to be x bids ſtay, and not ro have been ſettled as Biſhop there, fo the 
former.is only (aid tobe ff at Crete,” ' And what for ? but-to do the Work of an 


Evangeliſt, for ſoit was, ''to aſſiſt and help the Apoſtles in the Work of found- 
ing and ſettling the Churches for 1hic cauſe left 11þer in Crete, thar thow ſhouldef 
ſet in order the things that are wanting, or left undone ( to wit, by Pal ) - and*or- 
tain Elders in every Cicy, Tit, 1.5. Irithe Att of.che ApoſPler Pail an@ Bernebus 


are ſaid to ordein 
to do it. ©. 


lders in every Church, and'here Ti;us_ is Taid'to be. Ieft "in Crete 


the loſtruQtipns , which he .gave- pat, ; 


| <2 IIS LUC 1s ah our Lord was Biſhop of Fers/alern, 

Foy Cr And that he is.ſtiled Biſhop by r: Like, who yet eh fair Occaſion 
bus it in his A#s of the Apoſtles, had Fames been indeed ſuch a Biſhop z nor is 
he ſo ſtyied by any other of the Sacred Writers ; and if we except the Remer 
Clement ( in an Epiſtle (aid to be his) the firſ# that ſtiled him ſo was Hep: ſippma, 11, 4 Me] 


m- # who lived atleaſt a whole Ceatury after. Another Clem:nt, he of Alexandria, jc mh * 
T3 7 is alſo cited by Theoddrus Mitochita and by others, to prove it ; but ceally the & m.p. 5. | 
on. 3 Story: as/Clement tells.it, ( if they repreſent him right) carries its own Contuta- | 
as' Þ tion/;; for 'they 'make him ſay, That * Fames, by Divine Appointmeat, was or- 
ne' | < dained to- be. the firſt Biſhop of Feruſalcm, to prevent. any Emulation and Di- 
nd © ſpute, that Perer, Fohn and the other Fames might otherwiſe have had for that. 
m © honour, | | 
ay | 'But, however that was, I do acknowledge for my own part, that James wag. 
ot Biſhop of Fer»/alem, but | acknowledge it oaly in the ſenſe in which he was Biſhop 
w | of. all the other Churches, and he was. no more in the Opinion of the firſt Cle- 
bo ment, it 'we credit Biſhop Jewell; for this Biſhop in the Defence of his Apolo- 
i Þ} &y, Part 2. Pageg8. brings in Clement: ſpeaking thus, *1 ſend greeting unto-- 
= * James the Brother of our Lord, and the Biſhop of Biſhops, Governour of the. | 
bf - | _ * Holy Church of the Jews at Feruſalem, and alſo of all the Churches, that by. ( 
d _ | *. Gods Providentefare eve:y where: founded; here, faith Biſhop Fewell, Fame is: , 
= | <ihe Head of -all Churches whatſoever. ; 
To By this Teſtimony it plainly appears, that Fames the reputed Biſhop of Ferw- 
ſalem, as he was Fames the Apoſtle, ſo he was no otherwiſe Biſhop. of that. 
= City, than' as Peter was of Kome, and how that was, Dr. Reinolds has told us in - 
; his Conference with. Hart, where he faith, © But whether- Exſebjius, or Hierom, 
e + or. Damaſus, or whoſoever have ſaid that Peter was a Biſhop, either they uſe- 
- © the name of [ Biſhop ] generally, and ſo ir proyes. not your purpoſe, or if 
- © they meant it, as commonly 'we do, ' they miſſed the Truth : tor generally a 
4 © Biſhop is an Overſeer, in which Signification it reaches to all who are put in 
WY *.Tcuſt with Overſight and Charge of . any thing, as Eljazer is called Biſhop of- 
, © the Tabernacle, and Chriſt the Biſhop of our Souls. -, But in our common 
. «uſe of ſpeech it notes him- to whom the overſight and charge of a parti- 
F © cular: Church is committed, ſuch as were the Biſhops of Epheſus, P hilipps, and 


| ©they whom Chriſt calls the Angels of the Churches : Now Peter was 

© not Biſhop after this latter ſort : for. he was an Apoſtle, and the Apoſtles. 
| $ were ſent te Preach to all the World; wherefore whea the Fathers ſaid he 
| - © was a Biſhop, either they meant it.in-che former ſenſe, or ought to have 
meant '1r. | 

In fine, it-may not be amiſs.on this occaſion: to take notice of an Obſervatior 

made by. a learned Man ( and he too a Biſhop) in reterence to- the Teſtime 
ny _of Fathers, to wit; * That they wrote things they ſaw. not, and ſo fram:” 
© matters according to their own Conceits ; and many of them were- taint 
© with-Partial' Humours J: which another, more ſoftly, expreſieth thus ; T' 


*chey, (namely the Fathers ) finding the name” of Biſhop continued in the f- 
(namely e + ce! 


? 
\ 
en « _ . 
> ——_ 
Af: 


&cefſion of one Paſter aſter another, Judged _— ras | 
© zccording to them that lived in ch-ic times ] | An Obſetvas. , | «en bEfOTC». 
ſe, with reſpect to the Fathers, that-livcd at a'greater diſtance 'thait Trazr: He20t 
Clement did, from the Apoſtolical time. 2 3115 20 £349 201d 02 33 

Thus I hare briefly touched the Argnnents cffered by yon in affirmance of 
Dioceſan Epiſcepacy ; only 'to that, which is" taken from”. the': Angels of the 
Churches in the Revelation, Ihave iaid nothing, -'becauſe I-do:not think it wor- 
thy of a particular Conſideration :. for ſince: theie: Anpgels,: for ought we.know, 
might. be only ſo-many ſcveral Preſidents of the Presbyteries. in: Congregational 
Churches, the inſtancing of them makes bur little for'your-ptrpoſe; whoado at- 
fitm Dioceſan Prelacy. | | 

But as you have argued for Dioceſan Authority, which you would: have of 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution, fo others do for the Synodical, which (as they appre- 
hend ) is grounded upon the” Synod: (10 they: call:the Afeembly:) at Feruſalem, 
that was convened upon 'the appeat:made by the Believers at A11och. : For, ſay: 
they, this Controverſfie was abſolutely -and-finally decided by that Synod, and a 
Decree or Canon made, and this ſent not only to the Church at Anricch, but to 
all the Churches beſides, of Syria and Cilicia. F341 | 

I deny not that the former Practice was. the Occaſion of Synods, or Aſlem- 
blies of -Biſhops; bur 1 affirm that that Aſſembly; though it had ſomething in ic' 


Pegg. 


of more reſemblance to a Synod properly ſocalled,” than-is:in .mees Conyoca- 


tions,. of the Clergy, the Brethren ( as well as the Apoſties and Elders ) being 
in 'that Aﬀembly, who generally are Excluded from Convocatians ;.yet it. was 
not 'properly-a'Synod. A Synod properly, whether Dioceſan, Provincial or 
National, being but an Eccleſiaſtical Parlizment, ofithe one ſortyor of the other ; 
in which all that are obliged by the Determinations and +Reſolutions. of -it, 


; muſt be underſtood to be in Perſon, or by Repreſentation ; as either being there 
; themſelves, or elſe eleting thoſe that do Compoſe it, to repreſent and ſtand for 


them. 


either fide yielding, all agreed to ſend to Feru/zlem to the Apoſtles and, Elders, 
's to the Original Deliverers of the Chriſtian DoCtrin, which, being a Do@rin 
f Faith, and not of Diſcourſe and Ratiocination, they rightly judged that. it 
vſt be reſolved” at laſt, into the Teſtimony and Witneſs. of thoſe who had re- 
ived it from Chrift, and thoſe particularly, whoſe Office it was to tranſmir it 
0 others, and to Vouch it. So that in this reſpect the-Caſfe {PLUS the 
eal was made nfito.'the Apoſtles and Elders, or old Diſciples, as: thoſe 
having converſed with our Lord, had immediately received the Chriſtian 
rin from? him; which Reaſon for the Appeal was Peculiar to thoſe Perſons 
Ul made and received it, and thereforecan be none for others, | taken cither 1n 
-Ta private, or in repreſentative Capacities. OY 
urtner 


n 
Fes for it by S. Parland Barnabas; but the Contentien running; high, and 


| 


| The Controverſie at Antioch was abont a DoCtrinal Subject, of great Con- - 
| cernment, whether Circumcifion and: Obedience: to; all the Moſaical Laws was 
\neceflary to Salvation ; for This ſome of Faxez taught the Brethren, and, were 


| he Nature of Church-Government. 

Further, there'is fomet x in this buſineſs that wes very peculizr ; I know 
it isaffirmed! Thar the Holy ex andre in this Afſembly in a ſpecial manner, 
and" that the! fanje Aſiltance'anl Guidatice is promiſed to all others that convene 
in Chtift's Name; either for the D:ciffton of Controverſies, or for Government 
of the' Church ; and that any Synod lawfully called, and proceeding Jawfully, 
may fay in their Decrees, as the Apoſtles, and Elders, and Church do hear, 7: 
feemed good” to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us. | 

{ oo nolegke Em very -rabagr and' worthy Men that think fo, but F maſt 
beg their” Pardon if t differ from them'; for, with ' Submiſſion, I conceive that 
the Phraſe [ 1: ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt Þ hath no Relation to any Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt that was afforded by any Extraordi- 
nary Illumination of Mind, to tiem that met on that occaſion, and ſo it makes 
nothing for Infallible Dire&ion in Council ; Rather, it relates unto the De- 
cifion which the Holy Ghoſt i; EA had already made of that Controverſie, by 
his'Defcenting upon ſome of. the Gentiles, who had believed in Chriſt as Perey 
preached him, without any mention of Adofes, or of his Law, Acts 10. from 
34. t045. For it was the Deſcent of the Holy Glioſt upon the believing Gentiles, 
who were Strangers'to the Law [ A Dzſcent that was not tranſacted immediate- 
ly by the Jaying on of the Hands of any Apoſtles, but was,.an Immediate De-* 
cent, ſuch an one, as that was which had, been made before upon the Apoſtles 
themſetves' on the day of Pentecoſt, ] It was this'Deſcent that ( being a ſealing 
of them by the Holy Ghoſt, Epbeſ. 1. 13. ) was urged by the Apoſtle Perer 
as an Argument againſt the Impoſition of the Moſaical Yoke, which Argument 
was. confirmed ang ſtrengthened 'by Barnabas and Paul, and at laſt by Famer, 
( who doth'not give a Difinitive Seatence as the Tranſlation carries ir, and you 
ſomewhere ſay, but only. gives his Judgment. ) And. ure Boro arry the 
matter ; 10. that It is evident, that no Council, Synod, or Aſſemblyof Men may 
ſay, (1: ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us ] in theic Deciſions, as the 
Apoſtles and Elders did; and becauſe they did, if that Council, Synod, or Aſſem- 
bly has not ſuch a particular Manifeſtation of the Holy Ghoſt, to. bottom their 
Deciſions, as the Apoſtles and Elders had'; when the. Apoſtles and Elders ſaid 
[It feemeth good ta the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, ] they meant, .it ſeemed good 
__ the Holy Ghoſt by his Dzſcent, and” to - themſelves upon full De- 


»portionable power oycr all the Church , the ſecond, after 'the 

ceaſe or. other removal of . the Apoſtles, when the Church was left to it 
ſelf - "for in- theſe different Circuinſtances, the proceedings were very dif- 
ey OP to the puniſhing of Offenders, and to the ending of Contro- 


I Wil 
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T he Nature of Church-Government.. 


28 there needed no other _Di- 
ſcipline but that, to terrifie flagitious and great ft Nh ers > ſo. 1. find no rar 


% 


uſed, aid that too, but- rarely; the greater -Excommunication. had: no place, 


that [ can find, (unleſs where Diorrepbes. ruled in that State of the Church : . 
Beſides the Apoſtolical Rod, it was only Non-conyerfing. with, or abſtaining 
from the Society of Offenders, that was uled as. a Remedy. for the Reducing of. 
them ; and this by Apoſtolical Ocder.... Indeed, the , Apoſtles,were not ſo:much 
for cutting off from the Church, as for inviting and calling Mea into.it : The King- 
dom of Heaven is compared to a Dragaet. PO op Ras | 
But after the Deceaſe or other removal of the. Apoſtles, when the terrour of . 
their Rod was vaniſhed, and when, God himſelf did no longer ( as at firſt he. 
ſeend to have done ) in Extraordinary. manner, particularly puniſh for particu- , 
lar Sins, as in the Caſe of; the C rm ing, 4 For, this cauſe many are, {+ and. 
weak,among you, &c. ].and no Aſliſtance. could be had from, the Sword of the 
Magiſtrate without Scandal , ia that State, neceſſity grew -upon. the Church. 
to makeits Diſcipline ſtraighter and more awful, that ſo, having fomething in it_ 
o ſevere and rigorous, the Terrour. ( of it )- might reſtrain, and. the Execution. 
retorm. 
Hence came the -Church- 


Cayenant or voluntary Sub jection, which ( faith. Zenis ' 


Lad. Molin.du Aoulin ) is intimated. by Pliny in his Epiſtle go. Trajay, in his. Sacramento. ob» . 
in Paren, ſtritti z and. (ſays Mr. Selden) by Origen contrs Celſum, when, he ſpake of the. 


olwdyza of the Chriſtians. And hence, by degrees, and.as.occafions- , obliged, it , 
came to paſs, that Excoramunications, the greater and the _lefler, grew into uſe, 
the former not ſo much . by a poſitive Inſtitution , as by the Comman Law of Say 
ciety ;. and the latter by Congruity to tlie Apoſtles DireQtion, 1 Cor. 5, t1, Both . 
which though, they; carryed, terzour in themſelyes, - yet,. to adg, to ir, ( ag the. 
Eſtimate ot the Privation ever. doth depend upon that of che Poſſeſſion) -Ad-. 
miſſion into the.Church, and conſequently to.the Lord's Table, eee Pouled 
with more, Formality than. inthe Apoſtles times. . . Now comes in a ſolemn Di-._. 
ſtintion of Charechumers and. Fideles, and. the Candidates of Chriſtianity -muſt 


_ take time before them, wilt | xcovitay ths 7 tnuNvolay, malt paſs through" many, 


Degrees before they can attain to, the happineſs of being admitted'to a participa-:. 
tion of the priviledges and rights'of the Faithful. "M00 ny” POS 

It was now alſo that the Notion of. a Carbolick. Unity obtaiged, which was not 
underſtood at that time to be Internal and Spiritual, an Unity of Faith and Cha- : 
rity. only. But to conſiſt, in ſomerhing Exrernat, relating unity Order ag Diſci- 
pline ; 2s being an Unity that was "to be. Ro WAR ny 19 3/ bs Tg 0-. 
bur-one B:iſ:oprick in the Church, and that eve y, Biſhop participared &f. that one. 
Wopers in Solidumm..' A Notion, that was of great uſe to make theif Diclpline 
an 


Power the' mote pointed; for if but” one Church,: then to be 'calt ont of 
any part of the Church, was indeed to be ejeQed out of the whole and if bit one 
Biſhopric\ to be participated by all the Biſhops, what was done by one, was o_ 

: | y 


Whilſt the Apoſtles ( who: had . an Extraordinary. and. Supernatural Rod) . 
were living, -and .in a Condition to uſe that Roſs PIICS : 


# 
_ 
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is plain, Hoc « rant niqueſays he in his Tractate de ſimplicirate Pre 


ri Apoſtoli qud fuit Petrus, pari conſortio preduti, & honoris & poteſtatis, {ed Exor dium 7 & 3. ep. 


ab uniate proficiſcitur, ut Eccl:ft.i una monftretur, &c. quam unitatem firmiter tenere " 
& virdic..re debemus, Maxime Epiſcopi qui in Eccleſia pr 4fidemus, ut Epilcopatum, 
guoque ipſum unum utque Indiviſum probemus. 

Thence alſo came the Rails about the Table, I mean, the Differences of Com-. 
munjons, Cletical and Laiczl, (ro wit) to raiſe the. Reputation and Credit of * 
the Clergy, ai d withal to make their Cenſures the more ſolemn and awtvul ; as allo 
that the Clergy, who were obliged to a'ſtrifter and more exemplary life, if they., 
<1d not live 4t,: might bave a peculiar Puniſhment z which was to be thruſt from 
the Clerical Communion, and be degraded to that of the Laity, In fine, hence . 
Publick Copfeſſions' and rigorous, ſhaming Penances in all the Decrees of them. 
LFletus, Auditig, Subſiratto, Confiſientia ] had their beginning; and alſo ſolemn 
Abſolutions, by. the Impoſition'of the Hands of the Biſhop and of the Presbyters ;, . 
Which things,. as, being only Human and Politick, tho? not unneceſlary for the , 
Time, are all Fihem alterable, and ſome aCtually altered. Mr CR Rs 

Again,- as Controverſies aroſe in the Churches, either about Matters of Docttin 
or of Diſcipline, the Apoſtles, while they lived and were in a Condition ' ( thoſe 
eſpecially which founded ſuck particular Churches where they aroſe ) did take care., 
to end ſuch Differences, and wer* accordingly repaired unto for that purpoſe. : 
Thus, in the Buſineſs of 4tioch, Appeal is made unto all the Apoſtles, and for the - 
Corinthians, Galatian, &c. S. Paul particularly cared. * © DO Pn org ol 

But after the Deceaſe of the Apoſtles, or a Failure of the Apoſtolical Infallible 
Guidance by other means, the Controverſies that aroſe in any Church, ” became © 


determined by the Common Counſel and Advice ef-other Churches, either by their | 


Letters, cr by a folemn Diſcuſſion and Debate in an Aſſembly of Biſhops and Elders,, 
in Provycial Councils. 'We do not read indeed of any Rule for this Practice; hut / 
the Light of Nature or Common Reaſon diretted'it , and there was ſomething too 
that did lead unto'it_in the firſt Aſſembly at'Feruſalew : For as the Apoſtles and _ 
Elders were appealed nnto by them of Antioch, fo the whole Chnrch' was cotivent- ' 


ed, and the Bufigeſs conſidered and debated. by the whole, and by the whole; 


renivel.: 2. OT - Pe 
a ſom, the Chutches'of Chriſt this ſeparate State ſubſiſted by themſelves, Mke., 
ſo many little Republicks, a: being only in the World, but not of it; and thibre- ; 
fore concerned” not themſefve® n any Buſineſs with the Secular Powers : And yet 
ſeeing tacit Members were Meit as well as others, . and'in the Wotld' as well as 
others... oy Conte nently liable to Paſſions and Miſgovernment”, to Common Acs , 
f 


cidetits rovidence, ant to Differences too, arifing in Worldly Matters, it was 


abſolutely nece ry that foie Ptovifion ſhould be made, in al thefe Reſpets, ihthe 


= « 2 4b TT ASKEUIES an nn en ne —_— _ 
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Church 'it ſelf, by Officers 6n urpofe, or elſe. { fince there was no other Remedy) 
all would run. to'Coofuſjon. Hence, as the Ancient Chriſtians, had [eacons” for” 
the Foor, ſo they had Wiſemer (as the Apoſtle calls them) or 'Elders,” who, ito: 
ti prevent the Scandal of their going to Law before the Heathen, determined Mat- 
| "ters by way of Arbitration ; and likewiſe reſtrained and ſuppreſſed exorbitant and 
Fl .evil Manners, by cenſuring them: Out of the Church, to provide for the Poor, to 


end Controverſies between Man and"Man, and to puniſh evil- doing, was the Buſi- 


' It neſs of the Magiſtrate. | | {4 ge 
h And this reminds me of the Third State of the Church, when Magiſtrates and 
it Powers becoming Chriſtians, the Chriſtian Religion was taken by them into Ciyil: 

't 'Protection, and became incofrporaced-into the-Laws, as that of 7/-ael was into 


tlieirs, ſo that now States became Churches ; a State profeſſing Chriſtianity being. 
2a Nationsl Church, anda National Church nothing but a Chriſtian Nation ;*ina 
Word, a Holy Commonwealth. Vn ou DE © 
Great was the Alteration that was made in the Government and” Face' of the 


7. com. Steps and Occaſions, 'Laxins in his Commentary of the Romen,Commonweal! 

vole. Rom, lib,1. fol. 22. tellsus, That the T6 | Dioceſles of the Chriſtian Religion, Oo, 

"4; by many very great Tokens repreſent the Zomey Antiquity; . and well be might, 
* * forit is plain the Form of Civil Adminiſtration after the Roma, Empire became 


.gan Biſhops, . and thoſe reſembled the Preſidents of the Provinces: 1, and' the 
Nraiel Bolk is Y 


Joſ. Scal. 
ep. tl. 4+ 
EÞe, 345+ 


we, the [lerk, 1k "the G alia 
Was £ the ſhite egree_ that at 


this Day a Vice-Roy is, he had under him Y5cars, and the Vicar, he faith,” ho 6 
| e 


"the Governour of a Dioceſs, "or one that had 


HUD . 


under hima whole Diocefſs, and a 
Dioceſs was a Government that contained under it ſeveral Metropolies or Capital 
Cities, as a Metropolis had under it ſeveral Cities. He further adds, That rhe 
Eccleſiaſtical Biſhop of a Divceſs, who was i11the ſame degree wich an Imperial 
Vicar, was called by the Greeks a Patriarch, and among the Latines was a Pri- 
mate of Ptimates, as the Biſhop of Vienna, who had under him two Primates, 
the Primate of Aquzitain and the Primate of Narbona; Igitur ( faith Scaliger ) 
Tcodemordine & gradu Patriarchi, quo & Vicarius prefettus . Imperagoris, uterque enim 
Diecoſios eſt Stoizmrvs, bic &v nusparoic, ut Canones logutn'ur, ille &v TVEVULTINDGS ; 


And ( fays Barlaam, and indeed the whole Greek Church ) the Deference and 34/«-n: 


Reſpect that was rendred to the See of Rome, by the Fathers, was ſo, in this re- 
gard ( and only in this, ) becauſe that City was the principal Seat” of che'Empige. 

Mr. Thorndick,, in his Book De rat. & jure fin. cortrov.c. 22. agrees in this Sen- 
timent, and is very particular. Regiminis forma ( faith te )' quam in Imperium 4 
Conſtantino intreduftam diximu, in prefettorum pretorio poteſt ate Furis dicundi ſupre- 
1 loco 4 principali, fita fuit. Nam prefetto pratorio Galtarum ſuberat Galliarum Vi- 
carins, qui Treviris ſedebat. Vicarins Hiſpaniarum, qui ut videtur Tarracone : Vita» 
rins Britannarum , quit Eboraci; proprterea enim concilio | Arelatenſi primus ſubſcribit 
Eboracenſi;, &c. The ſenle of which | find 'in De. Srilling fleer, ( now Biſhop of 
Worceſter ) when he ſays, in his Ratzonal Account, part'2. ch. 5. f. 394, 395- For 
© our better underſtanding the Force and Effect of this Ni-ene Canon, we mult caſt 
© our Eye a little upon the Civil Diſpoſition of the Roman Empire by Conſtantine, 
© then lately altered from the former Diſpoſition of it under Auguſtus and Aariar. 
* He therefore diſtributed the Adminiſtration of the Government of the Roman 
© Empire under four Prefect Pretorio, but for the more convenient Management of 
© it, the whole Body of the Empire was caſt into ſeveral Juriſdictions, containing 
* many Provinces within them, which were in the Law called Dioceſſes, over 
b every one of which there was appointed a Vicarius or Lieutenant, to one of the 
* Prefetti Pretorio, whoſe Reſidence was in the chief City of the Dioceſs, where 
© the Pretorium was, and Juſtice was adminiſtred to all within that Dioceſs, and 
© thither Appeals were made ; under theſe were thoſe Pro-conſuls or Correctores, 
*who ruled in the particular Provinces, a id had their Reſidence in the Metropolis 


| © of it, under whom were the particular Magiſtrates of every City : Now, ac- 


*corgingto this Diſpoſition of the Empire, the Weſtern Parts of it contained in 
© it ſeven of theſe-Diocelles, as, under the Prafe&us Pretorio Galliarum, was the 
© Dioceſs of Gaul, which contained ſeventeen Provinces, The Dioceſs of Briraiv, 
* whieh contained five (afterwards but three, in Conſtantine's Time; the Dioceſs 
© of Spain ſeven. Under the Prefeftus Pretorio Italie, was the Dioceſs of Africa, 
© which had fix Provinces ; the Dioceſs of raly, whoſe ſeat was Afilain, ſeven ; 
* the Dioceſs of Rome ten. Under the Prefefus Pretorio Ihyrici, was the Diocels 


. © of 1lyricum, in which were ſeventeen Provinces. In the Eaſtern Diviſion were 


© the Cioceſs of Thrace, which had ſix Provinces, the Dioceſs of Pontus eleven, 
* and ſo the Dioceſs of A4fia, the Oriental, ( properly ſo called) wherein Anticch 
* was, fifteen: All which were under the Prefeftus Pretorio Orientis, The eAeyp- 
K Haw 


princip.c.<s 


vs. offs; of / 


© ©; Dioceſs, which had- fix Provinces, -was under the Prefetins Augnſtalis, in 
© the tine of Theodoſins the elder : 1lhricum was divided into two. Diocelles; the 
* Eaſtern, whoſe Metropolis was Theſſalotica,, and had eleven Provinces ; the 


© Weſtern, whoſe Metropolis was Sy: minm, and hadſix. Provinces According to 


* this Diviſion of the Empire, we may better underſtand the Aﬀairs and Govern- 
* mentof the Church, which was modelled.much after the ſame way, unleſs where 
* Ancient Cuſtom or the Emperour?s Edift did cauſe any variation. For as the Cities 
© had their Biſhops, ſo the Provinces hd their. Acchbiſhops, and the Dioceſſes 
©their Primates, who Juriſdiction. extended as far as the Diocels. did ;. and as 
* the Contenius Faridici were kept in the Chief Ciry. of the Dioceis for Matters of 
© Civil Judicatuce, ſo the Chief Eccleſiaſtical Councils for the Afﬀairs. of the 


© Church, were to be kept there too ; for which there is an expreſs Paſſage in the 


© Codex of Theod»ſous, whereby Care is taken that the ſame Courte ſhould be uſed in 
Eccleſiaſtical which was in Civil Matcers:3, ſo that ſuch things which concerned 
© them ſhould be heard.in the Synod-of the Dioceſs. 

This Adjuſtment of the Church to the Civil State in thoſe times,. might happily 
be furthe:ed by a Conſideration, That even in the ficſt and b« ſt there was fome- 
thing that reſembled it ;, for what the Apoſtles P a! and Barnabas are ſaid to do 
X&T ©Kuki oxy, in every. Church, Titus, when he did the ſame, is: ſaid to do it 
xaos mAvin every City ;. as if to ordain Presbyters in every Church, and to. do it 
in every City, was but one thing, and that Churches, at that Time, were. only 
ſettled in Cicies,  ard'but one Church in one City ; - as indeed at firſt betore the 
enlarging and ſpreading of Chriſtianity, it ſeems to have been ord narily. 

But whateyer induced it, it is certaia that Chriſtian Emperours and Kings: (par- 
mentof ticularly the famous Conſtantine agd Charles the Grezt ) did. out of a. pious Zeal in- 
the Hiſt cor porace the Church into. the Stare, -ſtceagchen ic with Laws, and .accomodate 
of che Re. jr and conformir; bur yet ſo, that notwiriitanding that I.:corporation, the two 
iy os 1 Juriſdictions,were ſtill kept too much divided:; the Church had'Officers ot its own 
And his linked each to other by a mutual Dzpzndance, Courts of its own, and Councils 
Hift. of of its own t09, 25s well as.the State. | | | 
theRights ] ay too much divided, for as it is true,, That the Church at ficſt did hold its 


See Dro 
Burynet's 
Abridg- 


of Piuice®-politick Adminiſtration-in .fome ſubordination unro Emperours and Kings; that - 


= ag tcſe both called and direfted Councils, gave Inveſtiture to Biſhops, and art. laſt 


v:c. homag. Claimed Hoinage from.them And that Archbiſhops that received their Falls from 
Vid. Albert. the Pope, did yer receive their Ferale. ( the Enfigns of their Juriſdiction) from 
CrautWU", the Emperours :. ſo, tho? this were ſomething, it ſeems however to have been an 
1 #45, Errour in the ficft Projettors, that they made not this Subordination and Depen- 
& 30.4. . dance greater, ſince bxthisO.niſfion Empires and Kingdoms Were in a manner 
2.c.2, 13. Put into a State of War, by ſetting up-in them divided ſeparate Juriſdictions. 

& 21.4-3: [] acknowledg ths Errour though great, and pardonavle only to the Zeal 
< 125.” and unexperience of the Times, remained undiſcovered for a while, to witþ<ill 
ſchet. bj, the Church had found. its own Legs, but then,, changing Texwre , and 
e:leſ. 1.1. claining Fure Divin» , the Hierarchy began to ſtrike at the Heads of 
&.20 thoſe wad had raiſed and exalted ir, and then Emperours and Kings 
| themſelys 
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The Nature of Church-Governuent. 


themſelves muſt be bearded, and threatned too. on all Occaſions with the 
Spiritual Sword, by Men, who, but for the Temporal, might till have- lived 
upon Alms. In fine, the Kingdom and Prieſthood every where contended for 
Superiority, and not a Goyernment but had its Gzelfs, and its Gibellines, 
and then no wonder if Fare divino for the moſt part did carry the point, eſpeci- 
ally before the Reformation. This Ercor was the lefs Excuſable , becauſe 
it was a departure from the great, and 1n truth, the only Example of a Hoty 
Kingdom, which ſuch pious Policicians could propole to themſelves, 1 mean, 
tharof the Hebrews, in-which, though matters that were purely mattes of Re- 
ligion, were diſtinguiſht from matters pucely Civil ; the matters of God, from 
the matters of the King ; yet the Juriſdictions that related to them were nor 
Divided ; -the ſame Senate (only in diſtint Capacities ) as it was compoſed of 
Fathers, as wellas of Prieſts and Levites, ſo it had the Cognizance of all mat- 
cers; nothing diſtinguiſhed the Court in reſpet of the Two kinds of Cauſes, | 
Religious, and Secular,. but that it had Two Preſidents, ( which poſlibly were p;; gure. 
to take the Chair as the nature of the Cauſe required, ) Amizizh was over' rcrie. Reb. 
them in matters of the Lord; and Zeb44iah in matters of the King, and all by an ad ve. 
Authority and Power derived ſrom the King as Sovereign, and Supream in all, P11 
Moreover in Feruſalem did Fehoſaphat ſet, VC. | 2 Chron. 
In truth, rhe Church having ſubmirted to receive Incorporation into the Civil 7 %, Gs 

State, or being favoured with it, (for you may take it either way ), it was no 

longer obliged to continue a Divided Separate Jurildiftion ; for the Reaſon of the g2rat. i, 
Churches ſeparate Juriſdiction now failing, ( the Magiſtrate being become Chri- 7:0em 1.5, 
ſtian, and conſequently Ayding, ) the Juriſdiction that 1c had before muſt fail #/f. Ec. 
with it, and ſo cevert t9 the Magiſtrate. And Reaion good it ſhould, and that 

by a reafon taken even from the nature of Goverament z for there ought to 

be,. and indeed there can be, but one Spri g and Fountain of Juriſdiction, in one 
Kingdom and Government. Bzſides, Eccleliaſtical Governmeat cannot reach but 
to the External Actions of Men, and therefore is vecy improperly called Spiri- 

tual, ſince it is not Internal; and the External Actions of Men, as ſuch, do pro- 

perly come underthe Cogniſance of the Magiſtrate, [ he being ordained to be the 

Avenger of all evil doing, as well as ſor the praiſe of them that do well ; ] and 
then nothing can reinain for the Church to do, unleſs the ſame Actions mult bs . 
ſubjected to the Cogniſance of divided unſubordinate Juriſdictions; which ſhould 
they be, would breed a great Contuſion, ( which I muſt inſiſt up: ; ) and be a 
great [njultice. Breed great Confuſion, for that a Perſon in the {ame Caule, 
ſhould be abfolved by one Juriſdiction, and be condemned by another, and this 
without any means of Compoſuce ; for Example, that he ſhould be acquitted at 
the Allizes by Twelve of the Neighbourhood, and yet be Convicted in the Biſhops 
Court, ( which may well happen where the juriſdictions are divided, and then no 
means is left neicker of. any Compoſure, if they ace alfo unſubordinatesd, ) this 


is Confuſion : As, that he ſhould be twice Condemned, and punith*d twice tor one 
Fact, would be great Injuſtice. 


As 


"The Nature of Church-Government. 
'As for ſingle' Congregations, they 'are-only as ſo-many little- Fraternities, 
Gilds, or Corporations, and conſequently way -have Conſtitutions and By-Laws 
of their own, as theſe have, withour the leaſt danger or other prejudice that can 
be thought of to the States that permit, or proteft them. "ge" 
Certsinly the Kingdom of Chriſt, the true Hierarchy, is a Kingdom that is not 
Secular, or of this Werld, that is, it is not an External but a Spiritual Kinedom, a 
Power ereRted in the Hearts and Conſciences of Men, in which he-Rules and 
Governs by his Word and Spirit ; and' therefore it- doth not, itcannot as ſuch, 
pretend toany Juriſdiction ( properly ſo called), there being no Juriſdiftion (pro- 
perly ſo called ) without Coercion and Compulſion, and Coercion- and Compul- 
ſion is a way that is not uſed by Chriſt. All the-SubjeRs of Chriſt are Volunteers 
and Freemen, whom as he brings into his Kingdom, ſo'he keeps in-it.,, only by 
Perſwaſions, Exhortations, Counſels, and ſuch like Methods. And this Tertalliar 
believed, who, in £. ad Scap. ſays, Hnmani Furis & Haturalis' eft wnicuique '.quod - 
putaverit coleres nec aliis aut obeſt aut prodeſt alterins religio : ſed nec religoniveſt cogere 
religionem, que Sponte-ſuſcipi debeat, non'vi, &c, * It is the firſt andchief right of 


'* humane nature, for every man-toworfhip what he thinks he ought ; nor does the 
'© Religion of one, either hurt,or profit another, nor can it be any Religion to Com- 


* pel Religion ; Religion ought tobe taken upof Choice, and not by torce 'or con- 
© ſtraint, &c. ] So far gone was that Father for Liberty of Conſcience; However, 
it muſt be conf-{ſed, Fhat-if any Perſons refuſe to obſerve the Rules of Chriſtian So- 
ciety (and particularly the Rules of that Society of which they are Members) it is 


. but rezſon that they ſhould leave it; and if otherwiſe they will not, thatthey be 
- conſtrained to leave it: But this by the by. ; 


To be ſure, the Eſſential. Church hath noone Form of External Government 
aligned to it in the whole ; and it was as great wiſdom not to ſettle any in parti- 
cular, for National Churches : for ſeeing the Church muſt be Extended into all 
Nations, the Government and Policy of it muſt be of a nature either Ambula- 
«£0ry, ſo as to be accommodated -upon Occaſion, or (it muſt be |) ſuch an one as 
- without interfering with them, can conſiſt with all the ſeveral Forms of Civil and 


*Secular-Government. In my Judgment the' Lord Bacon ſpeaks excelently well. to 


this' matter, when he ſays, <1 for my part' do confeſs , That in revolving the 
* Scriptures, -I could never find any ſuch thing [as one Form of Diſcipline in all 
«Churches, and that impoſed by neceſlicy of a Commandment and Preſcript out of 
'© the Word of God, ] but that God had left the like liberty to the Church-Go- 
© yernment, 2s he had done to the Civil Government, to be varied -according to 
© Time, and Place, and Accidents, which nevertheleſs his high and Divine Pro- 
«© yidence doth order and diſpoſe : for all Civil Governments are reſtrained from 
« God to the ſeveral Grounds of Juſtice and Manners, but the Policies and Forms 
© of them are left free z ſo that Monarchies and Kingdoms, Senates and Signories, 
© Popular States, and Communalties are lawful, and where they are planted, ought 
© to be maintained inviolate. So likewiſe in Church matters, the ſubſtance of 
© Doctrin is immutable , and fo are the General Rules of Goverament ; but for 


©Rites and Ceremonies, and for the particular Hierarchies, Policies, _—_— 
© pline 
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'{pline of Churches; they be lefrac large ; and theretfore-it is good, we return unto 
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© the Aiicient bounds :of Unity, in the Church of God, which was one Faith, one 
* Baptiſm, and not one+ Hierarchy ,' one Diſcipline; and that . we! obſerve the 
* League of Chriſtians, as it is penned by our Saviour, which is in ſubſtance of 
© Dotrin,thus:: He that is not with us is againſt us; but of things indifferent, and 
© of Circumſtance, he that is not againſt us is with. us. Bacoz's Conſiderations touch» 
ing Pacification, *iz Reſufcir. fol. 237, 238 | 

This Sentiment of that Excellent Perſon will be much confirmed, if we conft- 
der Church Policy but in one Important Inſtance, the calling of Biſhops ; tor this 
as it has received frequent Alteration, and been very different in different times 
and Countries,” ſo -it was All upon prudential regards : In Cypriar's time, 
as in that of the "Apoſtles, it was as it were Fu«ſu popult, Authorttate Senatus ; by 
Choice of the People, and: appointment of other Biſhops ; How it is now, -Ali 
know: ;/ and'in the intermediate times it has not. always been aſter one manner 
but various, \according unto various times and occaſions. | | 

In ſhort,the buſineſs of Paſtors and Teachers,who are permanent and ſtanding 
Officers in the Church of Chriſt, isto feedjthe Flock,by preaching and adminiſtring 
the Sacraments, and, on occaſion, to denounce Eternal Torments (the' true 
Spiritual Cenſure; ) And this will be their buſinefs to the Worlds eiid: But for 
External Rule and: Juriſdiction, this being but accidental to their:Office, and 
ariſing only from the particular Circumſtance im which-the Church was, while 
ſeparate: from the State, now that the Magiſtrate is *Chriftian, it doth en- 
tirely devolve upon him ; the Chriſtian Magiſtrate is the Ruling Presbyter, and 
whom he appoints as Overſeers of the Poor, may'be called the Deacons, | 

' It is certain, -that in our Engliſh Conſtitution, ( not to ſpeak of: the French 

and that ofother Foreign Kingdoms, )/howeyer ſome may talk of Zure divino ;all 
Government or Juriſdiction, the Spiritutl (as'they-c##trt,) as well as the Tem- 
poral.-is derived from the King ; who, in this ſenſe, is ſupream Ordinary, Biſhop, 
and Governour, in all Cauſes, and therefore in all Courts and Juriſdiftions. - This : 
is evident both as to the Legiſlative part of the Government, and to the ſtritly Nath. Be- 
Juriſdictive ; for,/as-my Author tells me, owt of the*Britiſh Councils, All the cn, Fifer. 
Church-Lawsin the time of the Saxons were:made in the Afieklemore : And in- es 
deedit were eaſie to evince, thar moſt of the Ancient Synods -and Councils in, * 
England, as well as'in other Countries, were meer Parliaments. As for the Con- 
ſiſtory Court, Whictt every Archbiſhop 'and the Biſhop of the Dioceſs hath, as 
holden before his Chancellor or Commiſſary, "this ſeems not to have been divided 
from the Hundred or County Conrt,before aMandate was given to that purpoſeby gee pug. 
Wilkam the'Conqueror, the Exemplification of which Mandate is in Mr. Dugdale, date's An- 


. Hf his Appendix ad Hiſt. Eccleſ. Cathol. St, Pauli, f. 196. * Before the Normans tiquities - 
*entrance, fays Mr- Dugdale, from Sir H. Spelman, the Biſhops fate in the Hundred #mck 
 *' Court with the Lord of the Hundred, as he did ig the County - Court with the 
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But to ſet ' out- the matter by more. Authentick: Records; inthe Statute of 
Proviſors it is affirmed, * That the: Church of | Ezgland was founded in vhe State 
5. of Prelacy by Edward the Firſt, -( Grand- father to Edward the Third.) and his 
* © progenitors; And in-25th of Henry the Eighth, Chap. 19. in- the Submiſſion of 
the Clergy, theſe acknowledge, ( as they ſay) according to Truth,. © That the 
Convocation of the ſame Clergy is, always hath been, and ought to be Aſſem- 
© bled, only by the King's Writ, and farther promiſein Verbo Saxerdotis, that they 
<<, will never from henceforth preſume to attempt, alledge, claim-or put in ure, 
© enat, promulge, or -exatt- any new Canons, Conftitutions, Ordinances, Pro- 
© vincial, or other,or by whatſoever name they ſhall be called in the Convocation, 
© unleſs the Kings moſt Royal Aſſent and Licence may.to- them be had, to make, 
* promulge, and <xact the ſame, and that his Majeſty do give his moſt Royal Aſſenr 
© 2nd Authority in that-behalf. And it was ther enatted, That the King ſhould at 
© his pleaſure aſſizn and. nominate.3.2 Perſons. of his Subjets, whereof 16. to be 
" ©of the Clergy, and 16 of the Temporality, of the .upper «and: lower Houle of 
"© Parliament, who ſhould have Power and Authority to view, ſeacch. and examine 
© the Canons, Conſtitutions and Ordinances Provincial and Synodal heretofore 
© made, andith his Majelty?s Alſcat undec his Great Seal, to continue ſuch as.they 
* judge wotthy 'to be kept, and to. aboliſh, and .abrogate.the reſidu2, which they 
© ſhall Judge and Deemi worthy. to be aboliſhed. It was alſo provided in the ſame 
© 1; That no Canons, Conſtitutions,'or Ordinances ſhall: be-made or pur in 
© Executian within this Realm, by Authority -iof the. Convocation of the-Clergy; 
© which ſhall ;be contrary to the King's:Pcerogative Royal, or to the Cuſtoms, 
© Laws or Statutes of this Realm: ;,[ there the Eccleſiaſtical Legiſlation is ſubje&t- 
ed to the King. ]:: Ard enated, © That: it- ſhall be lawful for any Party grieved in 
© any of the Courts of the Archbiſhops.of / this-Realm, ro appeal tothe King's Maje- 
© ſty in the-Court okChancery, upon:-which Appeal a Commillioa is.to- be. direQted 
-<under che Grear Seal,to Perions named by the King,his Heirs or Succeſſars,which 
© Commilſioners have fu}l, power to hear,. and finally determine upon ſuch Appeal. 
[ And here the Juriſdiction of the Church is acknowledged to be originally in the 


King,and derived from him ; for there the Sovereiga Supream.Power lodges,where - 


the laſt appeal,.the-laſt Rejort is,.] -__ PROT ES | 
Add, that in the firſt..Year of Edzard VL.in an Act entituled An Att for Eletti- 
on of Biſhops, it ws enattea, © That none but the King by. his Letters Patents ſhall 
© collate to. any Archbiſhoprick,or Biſhoprick. 1: was ul/o declared, That the uſe 
© of Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, and other Spiritual Perſons.ro make, and ſend out 
© Summons in their own names, was contrary to.the form; and order of the Sum- 
* monsand Proceſs ofthe Common Law uſed-in._ this Realm, ſeeing that All Au» 
© thority of Juriſdiftion, Spiricual and Temporal. is derived, and deducted from 
© the King's. Majeſty, as Supream Head of theſe Churches and Realms of England 
© and J7reland, and fo Juſtly acknowledged. by the Clergy of the faid Realms. 
. It was therefore enaBed, © That all Courts Eccleſiaſtical, within the ſaid Two 
_ * Realms, be kept by no other Power or Authority either Foreign, or within this 
* Realm, bur by the Authority of the King's Majeſty, and that all Summons and 
ww $ 642 5g | *. Citations, 
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© Citations, and other Proceſs Eccleſiaſtical be made in the name, and with the 
*Style of the King, asit is in his Writs Original and Judicial at the Cornmoa 
©Law. Ani it is further enaitcd, * That all manner of Perſons that have the Ex- 
& —I- of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdition, ſhall have the King's Arms iu their Seals of 
© Ofice, &c. | es 

This A&t was paſſed in a Parliament of the Profeſſion of the Citurch of Enoland 
in 1 Eward 6th. and though it were repealed by one of another Character in 
1 Marie ; yet this repealing Statute being again repealed in 1/# of Fames 1. 25. 
it ſeems plain that that of the firft Year of Edward the Sixth is revived : Bur ſup- 
poſing it is not ; yet, in that caſe, though, the Conſtitutive part remiin void, the * 
Declarative will ſtill ſtand good, as ſhewing the Common Law. Nor doth the 
late Act of 13 Car. 2. ch. 12. that reſtored the Biſhops only to their ordinary and 
lawfyl Juriſdiction, Inveſt them in any new, or any that is umMawiul at the Com- 
mon Law, or that is contrary to the Prerogative al our Kings. . Ws - | 
' All that I have ſaid on this Occafion might receive a further Confirmation(were 
there need of more) by the famed Character of King Kernulphus made to the Ab- 
bot of Abington, in which was a grant of Exemption from Epiſcopal Juriſdiction ; 
as there alſo was in that of Xing Offa made to the Monaſtry of S. Albans, by the 
Title, of: King Edgar, who ſtiled himſelf Vicar of. God in Eccleſiaſticals,. 


by the Offering that Wolftan made of his Staffand Ring ( the Enſigns of his Epiſco- 


pacy ) at the Tomb of Edward the Confeſlor ; by the Petition of the Archbiſhop 
and Clergy at the Coronation of our Kings ; by the form of the King's Writ for 
Summoning a Convocation, and of the Royal Licence that is commonly granted 
before the Clergy and Conyocation can go upon any particular Debates. Ir. 
fine,. by the.Scatures relating, to Excommunication,. that do both direct and limie 
the Execution of that Cenſure, and the proceedings upon it, as to Capias?s, &c. 

And thus mach for Church-Government, in the Third State of the Church, as . 
it is become incorporated by Civil Powers: In-diſcourſittg of which I have made it 
plain,” That as no National Draught is of our Lord Chriſt's, or- his Apoſtles de« 
ſigning ; To that National Churches are all of Human Inſtitution, and their Go- 
yerament Ambulatory, that is, Alterable according as Times and Occaſions, and : 
as the Forms of Civil Governments in States, that.do incorporate the Church; | 


- 


oblige it to be, to.make it fit and ſuirable. Iam, 
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"Have always acknowledged ſome Epiſcopacy to be [of Primitive Antiquity; 


+: but. you wi pleaſe to-remember, [have 1 ikewiſe ſhewed, that that Epiſco 
' pacy was Presbyterial not Prelatical.; Conpregational not Dioceſan; And _ 
A. that the. Primitive Biſhop was only a firſt Presby ter, that is, a Chairman in 
<the College of Presbyters, and not- (as in the Dioceſan Hierarchy, ) a Prelate 
b of a ſuperior Order thatpreſided over ſeveral Con regational Churches, and was 
inveſted .with-the Power of ſole Ocdination "and *Jurifdidtion; much leſs was 
o an-Officer that kept.Courts, that had under him Chanceltours, Comimiſſaries, 
"Officials, ; Regiſters, Apparitors, &c. and that judged.'f:per ſe aut per altum ] in 
*certaimreſervedCaſes. -1 (; | a 
. 'To make this out,| preſented to-you aScheme of the Goverment of the Church, 
*beth-as it was eſtabliſhed and ſettled by the Apoſtles, and as it was afterwards : 
I-fbewed, That the Apoſtles in all their Infticutions did terefiilly avoid any Imi- 
"tation of the Temple-Orders.to whichOrders the Prefezticat Hierarchy doth plain 
ly conform. I ſhewed alſo, That the Government fertfed'by the Apoſtles was 
- only Congregational, the Apoſtles in planting of Churches proceeding only after 
the Model and Way of the Synagogues. Ay ! all the Churches that we read of 
'in Scripture, that were conſtituted by the Apoſtles, were only Congregational, 
not National or Provincial ;. that is, they were as ſo many little Republicks, each _ 
conſiſting of a Senate or Elderfhip, with-che -Authority, and of a People with 
the Power ; but all independant one of another, and all poſſeſſed of all that Juriſ- 
diction and-Authority oyer their Members, that was to be ſtanding and ordinary, 
For this Reaſon, tho? every Congregation was but a part, and a ſmall one, yet it 
_ the Denomination of the whole, every particular Congregation was ſtiled a 
* Church, E 
+, This will appear-more eyident,- if we conſider, That the [ntereſt of the _ 
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had atfift, and long after, (for aboye 150 Years) inthe Ocdination of Officers, 
was very great, It1s true, the Word [[Ordmmation}] or that which anſwers to it 


in the Greek, .is never uſed throughout the whole New-Teſtament, for the making 
of Evangelical Officers, nor did it, in this Senſe, come into uſe among Chriſtians - 


till after the Chriſtian Church began to accommodate to the Language, as well as 
to the Orcers of the Jewiſh, But then, as the People was called Lairy and Plebs, 
ſo the Clergy was called Ordo, and this in the ſame Senſe of the Word, as when 
we read of the Order of Aaron,and of that of Aelchiſedeck; and then too, the cal- 
ling of any Perſon to the Miniſtry,. as it was a calling of him to be of the Clergy 
or Order, ſoit was ſtiled an Ordination, Ordination being nothing bur the plac- 
ing of a Perſon in the Order of the Clergy. 

But tho? the Word ['0rdination] was not as yet in uſe, in the firſt Times, the 
Thing was,which is the Crcation.of Officers in the Church; and in this the People 
polleis*d fo great a ſhare(which is a very goodArgument of theChurch?s being fram- 
ed atfirltaiter.the Model and Way of Kepublicks) that even the Action it felt is 
called Chirotonia by S. Luke in the As of the Apoſtles,, and ever ſince by the 
Greek, Fathrrs, Ay, the Creation of Officers is not uſually cailed Chirothelta 
for this with the Greek Fathers was the Word that was moſtly, if not always, uſed 
for Confirmation, not for Oxdination , tho? Impoſition of Hands, the Cere- 
mony ſignified by that Word, was the Rite which was uſed by the Jews in creat- 
ing of Rabbies and DoCtors : the ACt of Ordination is uſually, if not always deifo- 
minated Chiroronia, or Extenſion of Hands, which, in the Greek Republicks, was 
the-Name or Word for the Popular Suffrage. 

Indeed Pal and Barnabas are ſaid to Chiretonize, or, as our Tranſlators ren- 
der the Word, As 14.23. To ordainthem Elders in every Church. But ( ſays 
Mr, Harrington) they are 1aid to do ſo, but in the ſame Senſe that the Proedr;, who 
were Magiſtrates, to whom it belonged te put the Queſtion inthe Repreſentative 
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of the People of Athens, are, in Demoſthenes, ſaid d'i« x goTwiov moieiv, to make Vb. Emm.in 
the Suffcage ; and the The/510ch:1e, who were Preſidents. in the Creation of Ma- 4 reip. 


giſtrates, are in Pollux ſaid cexTHyss xeporwarv, to chirotonize the Strategi, þ 


en, 


who yet, ever ſince the Inſtitution of C/zerhenes, that diſtributed the People into yiz, Phec, 


ten Tribes, were always uſed-to be eleCted and made by the Popular Suffrage. 

Nor was this manner of Speaking peculiar unto the-Greeks, but, as Calvin, in his 
Inſtitutions /. 4.c. 4. f. 15. obſerves, it was a common Form uſed alſo by the Ro- 
man Hiſtorians, who ſay, Thatthe Conſul created Officers, when he only pre- 
ſided at the Election, and gathered the Votes-[of the People.] Et eſt uniforme 


Commune de parler: comme les Hiſtoriens diſent quun Conſul creoit des Officiers, quand 
.#] recevoit le veix du peuple, & preſedoit ſur Peleftion. 


So plain it is that S. Luke, in ſaying that Faul and Barnabas did chirotonize the 


Elders, intended to fignifie no more, but that the Elders were made by the Suf- 


frage of the People, Paul and Barnabas preſiding at the EleCtion, and declaring 


.or making the Criſs : and ſothe New Latin Tranſlation in Beza and Pi/cator 
Tenders the Text,, :Quumgque ipſis per ſuffragia creaſſent, &C. 


4know that ſome have told us, That Toſepine uſes the Word with reference 
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unto God, he ſayiflg, that God did chrirotonize Haroi thrice; and' therefore to-chi- 
rotonize is not always to be taken for the Popular Suffrage; Noris chirotonizing 
always taken ſo. -But ſuppoſing that the Word $5 wear was uſed by 7oſe- 
plus, as afterwards it caine to be by others, -in'a-ſecond Senſe, for any Creation of 
Officers in general, yet in the primary and proper uſe it ſignifies the-Popular Sut- 
frage; for Chirotonia ity Suidas is mxvToy tyAoyn, Kipwns" Eleftion, Ratification made 
by All. And this alſo was the conimon Ufe'of the Word at that time when, and in 
the Places (moſt of them Republicks) where the Apoſtles are {aid to chirotonrze : 
And certainly no Man can imagine with Reaſon; : Thar the'making of Elders in its 
firſt Inſtitution ſhould be called Chiroro/a, and bear-the Name of the Suffrage of 
the People, eſpecially in that time, and m ſich places, had theſe Elders been made 
in any other manner than by-the popular Suffrage ; for then the name of the Aftion 
would have been diſtinctive or proper,as allOriginal Names of things'arevled to be. 
Beſides, what if it ſhould be faid, (as indeed it is by Mir. Favrintdn) that when 

the Congregation or People of /ſ7act, 'npon the ſeveral miraculous Appearatices it 
favour of Aaron, did recognize him agaip and again for High Prieſt, this Chiror9- 
27ja of the People was the Chiro:oniz'of God 7 - Why might-not God as Preſideat of 
the Congregation in that Theocracy, as well be ſaid ( as he is by Foſephus) to 
chirotonize when the People did; as the Proezr: who-prefided'/in the Aſſembly of 

- the Agr 111 Athens, be ſaid, 'by': Demofthenef to make the Diachirotonia ;/ the 
Theſmothers by Pollex, to Chirotonize the !rategs 5"and the Conſul who preſided at 
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the EleAion of Officers at Row, be faid by the Roman Hiſtorians, to cceate theſe 


Officers ?. | | 
As fer the Diachirotonia,, tho? you think. it the Aft only of the Magiftrates, not- 

of the Pevple, becauſe Heſychins ſays ,''2 iz e695ovie £51 dhe ng N C0T® 
viete, you will give me leave to we ben u, thatthe Diacbirotonia was as much 
the Att of the People, or of thoſe' afrage|, as the Criroronia it felt ( was.) For 
thoſe that ſuffraged or made the Chiroronia, arefaid, in caſes of competition, to 
Diachirotanize, becauſe then, by their Sufrages, they did diſtinguiſh one of the. 

Competitors from the other, and he of. the Competitors that was diſtinguiſhed to 
his Advantage, as carrying the OQfhce by moſt Voices, was ſaid to be Diachirors- 
nized: and a Declaration was:made, That he was cleted, which D:claration was 
called Criſis. All this is evident from P/zro, 'who treating ( /.s. de leg.) concern- 
iog the ElcCtion of the Srraregs, in caſe of Competition, ſays, vwairip©- av 64 
19a Tmve Marg, as Thy oem) yieweIw * whoever appears to be Diachjroto- 
i2ed, [| or to have moſt Voices] be it declared. [let the Criſts be] that he is elefted, 
Here he diſtinguiſhes 'very plainly between the Diachiroronia, which he attributes 
ro thoſe that ſuffraged, and che Criſs or declarative Judgment, which was the AR 
of thoſe that prefided: But he does it afrerward more plainly, wheq ordaining that. 
the ſame Rule that was obſerved in the making of the S:rategi,. ſhould be allo ob» 
ſerved in that of the Taxiarchi, he ſays, Let the ſame be obſerved both as to the Epi- 
chirotonia/and the Criſis; that is, as to the Suffrage and to the Reſolve : So that 
Heſychins his $ixug:ns xagomwics, muſt be interpreted a Diſcrimination, orpre- 
ference made by Suffrage. ZONES | F 

| 8, 
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;  _ The Natureof Church-Government: 
As for the Juriſdiftion of the Apoſtles, I make no doubt but that the Apoſtles, 


who were Elders as well as Apoſtles, 2 Per. 5, 1.. ated in fetled Congregations, - 


where any of them happen'd to be or to reſide, with the Elders uf ſuch Congrega»- 
tions, in that-Capacity of Elders ; but as this Authority was not properly or pure- 
ly Apoſtolical, ſo that which was, both that I call the Eſſential, that was inCi- 
dent-to the Apoſtles, as they founded the Church, and the Accidental, that was 
incident to them, as they founded particular Churches, - was Extraordinany and 
peculiar, as being only for tkatemergent Occaſion, and not tor Continuance, To 
ſpeak generally,governing the Churches was as much an ordinary Work #s treach» 
ing, and was common to all the Elders, whether Apoſtles or not ; but to do it in 
ſuch a particular manner, with ſuch a Rod, and with 1o large a Superintendence, 


as, in ſome caſes, the Apoſtles did, was extraordinary and peculiar to them. No- 


Officers that are nov? ca! pretend to a Rod like that of the Apoſtles, Ads 5. 3,4, 
5, &c. 1 Cor. 4. 21: andthereiore none that are now can exerciſe ſuch a Dilcipline 
as they did. Thoſe that will truly evidence that the Prelatical Hierarchy is Ap9- 
ſtolical, ought to demonſtrate, that beſides the Officers ſetled in _all particular 
Churches, to feed and govern-them, the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts ſetled others, 
as 2 kind of Viſitors General, overall, or over many Churches together, with 
the ſame Authority that themſelves had exerciſed, and this for continuance; with- 
out this nothing is done to any purpoſe. 

As for the TranſaCtion 1 Cor. 5. Iam ſtill of the mind it was wholly extraor- 
dinary, 'and that it cannot be-drawn into Example. The Apoſtle ſays, When you 


aregathered together, and my Spirit, 6'w'Th vid ua, [not with the Authority, bur] 


with the ( mighty) power of the Lord Cn:ift, [| to theend ] 10 deliver ſuch an one 
#nto Satan, Whence it follows very clearly, That without the Apoſtles Spirit, 
and the mighty Power of Chriſt, the Corinthians were unable to deliver 'that In- 
ceſtuous to Satan; for elſe I ſee no Reaſon why they ſhould have the Conjun#ioz: 
and Aſſiſtance of theſe, [the Apoſtles Spirir: and Chriſt's Power ] for that end, 
ſince then there would be no nced of zz. And if they could not deliver the Inceſty- 
ous to Satan without the Aſſiſtance of the Apoſtolical Spirit, and the mighty Pow- 
er of Chriſt, it alſo follows, that to deliver to Satan, was not meerly to excom- 
municate, eject or ſuſpend him, ſince this was ſo much in their own Power, that 
they mizht have done it of themſelves, without ſach Extraordinary and Miraculous 
Aids. To be ſure, this Effet, whatever it was, if it bore ( as every Effect muſt 
do) propytion unto its cauſe, it muſt be ſomething that was Extraordinary ; for 
it came not only from the Spirit of the Apoſtle, but alſo from the Miraculous Power 
of Chtiſt, tor ſuch a Power that is, which avvxus ſignifies, as is evident, 4s 1. 8. 

*Tis true, you infer from 1 Coy. 5, 2. That the Corinthians could not put away 
the Inceſtaous without a new Commiſſion from the Apoſtle, who was their Biſhop, 
and conſequently you underſtand the Power was given to them, only of a Com- 
miſſion or Authority, But on the contrary, the Word uſed for Power is (as I 
have ſaid. before) vrxpus ( not efsnx, ) a Word that commonly ſignifies 


Strength, not Authority, Beſides, if this putting away v. 2. muſt be underſtood 
*as certainly .it muſt ) ofthe ſame putting away with that v. z.3. nothing can be 
plainer. 
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plainer than that it was a Cenſure the People could and ought to have made of 
themſelves, without expecting any new Commiſſion; as being-in a matter that by 
the Apoſtles own Conceſlion, they had a proper Cognifance of,; and over a Perſon 
too, whoſe competent Judges they were ;. as:the ſame Apoſtle tells them, : Do xo: 
you judge them that are within, therefore put away, &c. putting away is grounded on 
the Peoples Judgment, but delivery unto Satan upon the Apoſtles. | And..yet 


however putting away may well be called an xzi71uic or Rebuke,and be a kind of 


Puniſhment ; tor to be excluded from the Common Society and Converſation of the 
Faithful, cannot deſerve a milder Expreſſion. 
You ſtill inſiſt, That there is and ought to be a Diſparity of Miniſters, becauſe 
there was a Diſparity between the 12 Apoſtles and the 4o Diſciples, and with 
Zlendel think, that the 750 continued in the ſame-Office after the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord, that they-had before ; for you ſay, © You cannot believe they withdrew their 
© Hands from the Plow, or. that our Saviour depoſed them from their Office, or de- 
preſſed them into the Rank of private Men. But tho*you do not believe ( as I 
know no-need; you ſhould) that the 70 withdrew their Hands from the Plow, or 
that our Saviour depoſed them from their Office, -or depreſled them into the Rank 
of private Men, yet, if their Office was only occaſional, that is, if they were ſent 
by cur Saviour to the Houſe of //rae!, .as Meſſengers upon ſome part icular Occaſi- 
ons, and about a particvlar Bufineſs ; then their Office ceaſed of Courſe at their 
Return, like thatofa Princes Envoy, 'whoſe Office ends with his Buſineſs, that 
is,.as ſoon as his Meſſage is done, and he returned with the Account of it. I 
know of-no Juriſdiction the 12 Apoſtles had over the 70, but am ſure, the Office 
and Work of the 50 i( whatever it was.) related but to the Jews, as being a Bu- 
ſinefs only for that Time,-a T.ime that was the Crep»y/culum or Twi-light between 
the Law and Goſpel, Judaiſm and -Chriſtianity,while as yet the Kingdom of Heaven 
was-only at hand, but.not come, Luke 10. 9, I add, That the Office of the 70 is 


Not reckoned in the number of the Aſcenſion Gifts, Eph. 4. 11. And, which is 


-more, that:the Apoſtles themſelves, had they not received another, a new. Ccm- 
.miſfion after the ReiurreCtion of Chriſt, they, by their former old one  ( which 
.confirmed them unto Judea, as that of the 70 alſo did them, and which was only 
For a preliminary Work, A4atth. 10. 7. as that: of the 70 alſo was, ): could not 
-have had an Authority to-preach the Goſpel unto the Gentiles, and ſoto lay the 
-Foundation of the Catholick Church And therefore:the firſt Commiſſion as it-was 
limited, ſo it was Temporary, and expired -(at furtheſt; when.a ſecond was given 
them, Matth. 28, 18, 19. Ads 1. 8. Not but that the 70 as well as the 12 had 
Buſineſs in the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Evangelical State ; -but they had it not 
under the Denomination of the 50, or in vertue of their firſt Commiſſion'or Miſſion, 
but only as they came to be Officers in-this Kingdom, by being conſtituted Evan- 
geliſts, or Prophets, or-Paſtors and Teachers, or Deacons, &c. ; 

You offer again in Confirmation .of your Notion of the Apoſtleſhip of Biſhops, 
that Timothy and Tetus, .and the Angels of the Churches in 'the Revelation were 
Biſhops, -conſtituted by -the Apoſtles with the ſame Authority themſelves had; 
and.that the Twelve Apoſtles and Pax! were.not all the Apoſtles that the ſex ſpange 


fans an Re PRC 1 "6 1 


Me ſpeaks of, for Barnabas and others were Apoſtles too as well as they, ] Iac- 


knowledge Barnabas to bean Apoſtle, but 1 cannot acknowledge that he was an 


© Apoſtle of the ſame Rank withthe Twelve, and Paul; tor as Pal himfelf diſtin- 


guiſhes, Gal. 1. 1, AllApoſtles were not of the ſame Rank, but ſome were in 
the firſt,- ſome in the ſecond Order ; that is, ſome were Apoſtles ſent immediately 
by Chriſt himſelf, and ſo. were Legates 4 /atere, and ſome were ſent, not imme- 
diately by Chriſt aimſelf, but by Men. Now Pau! inſiſts, That himſelf was an 
Apoſtle of the firſt Order, and in the fame Rank with the Twelve, Gal. 1. 17. 
whereas it is plain, that Barnabas and all the others who are called Apoltles, can 
pretend to be but of the ſecond ; they beirg ſent, not immediately by Chrift him- 
ſelf, asthoſe of the firſt were, but only by Man ; either by the Apoſtles that were 
of the firſt Order, as Timothy and Titus by Paul, or by ſome Church, .as Barnabas, 
Atts 11. 22. tor here the Church 4s {aid ro ſend forth Barnabas. as their Apoſtle ; 


.and not barely to di/miſs him, as the word Imports that is uſed, 4% 13 3. 


Apoſtles ' of the ſecond Order are called alfo Evangeliſts, and it was their buſi- 
nefs to be Aſſiſtant unto thoſe of the firſt, it not always to their Perſons, yet, at 
leaſt, to their Work, which was to plant Churches, by making of Converſions, 


and ſetling Orders :- And of this fort of Apoſtles 1 again acknowledge 7Timorthyand 


Titus to have been. ; pt: 
Iproved in my formerPaper, that 7 imothy and Titus were Evanglliſts ;, but it 
feems; the Argument I uſed loſes all its force with you, becauſe its ſtrength, like 
that. of the Arch-work, lies in the Combination and Concurrence, and you con- 
ſider it only-in-pieces; notas a whole, andall its parts together and United, -bus 
only ſeparately, and part by part. | | 
As tor Timorhy, methinks we do too often find him with S. Paslin his Peramby- 
tations, to have any-reaſon to conceive that he was reſident Biſhop of Epheſus; 
and for. Tits, his Dioceſs ſeems too large for any ordinary Biſhop. Crete is famed 
to have had an hundred Cities in o/d time, and Pliny aſſures us, ( L.4.c, x2.) 
that in his there were forty,which were enough for ſo many Biſhopricks. Titus had it 
in Charge, Tit. 1.5. to ordain Elders in every City, and to ordain Eldersin'every 
City, was to ſettle a Church in every City ; ſo that if every Church muſt-have a 
Biſhop: ( as ſome are confident it muſt, )) then 'every City in Crete that had a 
Church, had alſo a:Biſhop, and ſo poſſibly there were as many Biſhops and Biſho- 
pricks in Crete, as there were Cities, This Confideration, if well weighed, 
will:much abate of the Authority of the Poſtſcript of the Epiſtle to Tus, in 
which this Evangelilt is ſtiled the Ordained Biſhop in the Church of the Cretians ; 
for according to the Language of that time, had Tirus been indeed the Biſhop of 
that whole Ifland, he ought to have been tiled Biſhop of the Churches '(-and not 
of the Church ) of the Cyerians. But it ſeems' it istaken for granted, that a Bi- 
ſhop muſt have but one Church, and therefore, that Tirus may be a Biſhop of the 
Crerians, all the Churches of Crete muſt be Conſolitated into one; elſe amon 
all the Churches in Crerz, I would fain know, which was the Church © 
the Cretians, where Titus reſided. -If Titus was Biſhop over all the Churches in 
Crete, he was a Bifhop of Biſhops, and at leaſt a Metropolitan, which indeed 
would be-moſt in fayour of the Flierarchy, Log” it be Evidenced, But this could 


not be the ſettlement that was made in Crete, For it would be ſtrange, that the 
Apoſtle ſhould appoint a Hierarchy in Crete, that ſhould differ from the form-of 
Government ſetledupon'the Continent by himſelf and Barnabas, who conſtituted 
Elders in every Church, without appointing ( that we read )- of any Superiour 
Biſhopor Metropolitan: that ſhould have a General Care and-[nſpe&ion over the 
ſeveral Churches. For my part,” I could not ſee how Ti:#5 ſhould underſtand his 
- Commiſſion, which was to ordain Elders in every City, to carry any other lnten- 
tion with reference to Crete, than the very ſame words do, when they are uſed 
to ſignifie what Paul himſelf, who gave him this Commiſſion, had dene upon-the 
Continent, where he and Barnabas ordained Elders in every:Church. - And there- 
fore as Paul and Barnab.:s eſtabliſhed ſingle Congregations only, and Organized 
them with Elders, and then left them to govern themſelves by their own [ntrin- 
fick powers; Soin the like manner, Tx eſtablifhed Churches in every City, and 
Organized.ttem with Elders, which having done; it is very probable that he're- 
turned again unto S. Paz, . to give an account of his Commiſſidn; Thus Tits his 
buſineſs in Crete, has the very idea and Signature of that of an Evangeliſt, or a 
Secundary Apoſtle, without the leaſt Mark of 'an ordinary Biſhop; nor is there 
any hint in all the Authentick Scriptures, of his being ordained Biſhop of Cree, 
or indeed of any place elſe. And the like muſt be ſaid of Timothy, with refer= 
ence to Epheſus, ' who was ſent te the Church: there as a Viſitoconly, with Apo- 
ſtolical- Authority, and fo as S. PauPs : Delegate: Nor it Titus his ordaining of 
Elders, a good Argument for ſole Ocdination ; for. the ward, Te. 1. 5. is'the 
fame that is uſed in A&s 6.4.in the matter of. the Deacons, who were appointed 
.by: the Apoſtles ( not one of the Apoſtles, but all ) and choſen by the People. 
And. one might well admire that the ſame word which is Tranſlated [appointed] 
in one place, ſhould be rendred [ordained] inanother, but that T3:«s is-faid to. 
ordain, and not to appoint only, that it might look as if there werea plain Texs 
for ſole Ordination.: | 
Bur what if Timothy and Titus had a power of ſole Jurifdition-? and a power 
too of making Canons, : for, the Government of the. Church ? ( which latter yet 
is. an;Anthority that every,Biſhop will not pretend unto, after their Example.) 
The Church then, was in a;State of Separation from Secular, Government, and 
among; Heathen, juſt as the Jewsare now, among Chriſtians; ſo that all it could 
do at.thattime, was to perſwade,; it could not compel : And therefore. it will 
not follow now that the Church is protected, and not only proteRted by. but In- 
corporated into, the State,.that the Officers of it muſt have the ſame powers,' and 
Exerciſe. them in the ſame manner, -as before, or. ( as Mr Selden expreſſes it') 
© That. England muſt. be Governed as Epheſus or Crete, _ Itis certain that Kings. 
would gain bur little by the Bargain ,. not. to ſay, they-muſt depart with their So- 
vereignty to Incorporate. the Chriſtian Religion, ſhould this be admitted, 'that. 
Church- Authority, Church-Power muſt be ſtill the ſame after ſuch-Incorporation,. 
as before., For, a ſeparate National Juriſdiftion Exerciſed by-one or.many, is 
a Soleciſm in State, eſpecially if it claim by the Title of Fare azvino, a Title that, 
xenders..it Independent.upon, as well as unboundable and uncontroulable by all 
that is buman, Such a Juriſdictioa would weaken that of Kings; andother bios. 
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All their-Subjects would be. but half Subje&s, and many none at all ; andit is no - 
more nor leſs but that very ſame: thing, that heretofore was found ſo inconvenient 
and burdenſome under the Papacy, and that made the beſt and wiſeſt, and greateſt 
of our Kings ſo nneafie. A Clergy imbodied within it ſelf, and independent on 
the-State, Is in a Condition of being made a powerſul Faction upon any Occaſion, 
and.caſie to be practiſed upon, as being united under one, or a few Heads, who 
can preſently convey the Malignity- to all their Subordinates, and theſe to the 
People. Sothat1 lay'it down asa Maxim; - that nothing can be of greater danger 
to any Government than a'National Hierarchy, that docs not depend upon it, br 
is not in the Meaſures and Intereſtsof it. Freſh Experience has learned us this. 

I know not with what Deſign ic was faid.by Padre Pauls Sarpio of Yenice, but 
his Words are very.rem:irkable, as I: find them cited from an Epiſtle of his to a 
Gounſellor of Paris, in the Year 1609; [ * Fam afraid ( ſays he) in the behalf 
«© of 'the Engliſh: of ,that great power: ot-Biſhops, though under a King. I have 
« jit-in Suſpicion - when they ſhall meet with a King of haLanmanels, as they will 
©think it eaſie to work upon him, or ſhall have any Archbiſhop of an high Spirit, 
© the Royal Authority ſhall be wounded, and Biſhops will: afpire to an Abſolute 
© Domination. Methinks I ſee a Horſe Sadled in England, and I gueſs that the. 
© old Rider will get on. his Back : But all theſe things depend on the Divine Provi- 
© dence: 7]: Thus. he, very. prudently as.. tothe main, though perhaps with ſome: 
miſtake as to his Conjecture; - | 

For my part, Lthink it but reaſon that ſuch Perſons-as have-the Benefit of Hu-. 
raan Laws, ſhould in ſo. much be gnided by them z and that the Sword which owns: . 
no other Edge but what the Magiſtrate gives it,. ſhould. not be uled but by his Di- 
reftion; As indeed the praCtice-in England hagalways been..- For as Mr. Selder 
obſerves, * Whatever Biſhops do otherwiſe than the .Law permits, Weſtminfeer- - 
© Hall can controul , or ſend them, to abſolve, &'c. He alſo -ſays very well, 
© That nothing has loſt the Pope ſo much in his Supremacy, as not acknowledging 
* what Princes gave him ; tis a ſcorn -(. ſays he) on the Civil Power, andan un-: 
* thankfulneſsin the Prieſt. But, «dds he, the Church runs to Fure divine, leſt if - 
* theſe ſhould. acknowledge what they have by poſitive Laws, 1: mightbe as well 
© taken from:them, as given to them. ].-Ay, Tbs excellent. Perſon goes further, ſo 
mech further as to tell us, * That a Biſhop, as a Biſhop had neyer any Eccleſiaſtical 
© Juriſdiction [7 in England ];, for as ſoonas he was Eletus Confirmatns, that is, af- 
© ter the Three Proclamations in Bow-Church, he might Exerciſe Juriſdition be= 
© fore he was Conlecrated, and yet till then [,that he was Conſecrated ] he was 
© no Biſhop, neither ould he give Orders. Beſides, ſays he, Suffragans. were Bi- 
* ſhops, and they never claimed any Juriſdiction. ] For 

As for the Angels in the Revelation, | ſee no Evidence in what is faid (tho? much. 
is ſaid ) to prove them to have been Dioceſans, It will not follow they were 
ſingle perſons, becauſe they are called 'Actees not: ''Acex, as who would ſay they 
are compared ta Stars, .and not to Conſtellations; for the Truth is, [both theſe 
Words are uſed promiſcuouſly, as well for the Conſtellations as for the ſingle Stars, 
fo:tbat no ſtreſs is-to-be laid upon the Word that is uſed, for either Gde. Befides,: 
tome are of the/Opinion, That to the making of it clear that theſe Angels were: | 


only ._ 
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only ſingle Perſons, and for that cauſe | 
Conſtellations, Gufficient Reafon-ought-to be given: why the Holy Ghoſt, - who 


j £"FF. % 1/8; 4 / } & 


expreſly limits the Number of the Churches; doth nor? in like-wanner limic 'the 


Number of the Angels belonging to'them : 'For;' ſay they, / when the Holy Ghoſt 


ſaid, The ſeven Candleſticks are the feven Churches, had he intended" to-fjgnifie tha - 


the Angels were but ſeven, astheChurches were; he wouldin like manner haye 
_ faid, rhe ſeven Stars are the mo Angels of thiſs ſeven Churches. But. as I am 'noc 

ſatisfied that any great Streſs:ſhouldbe laid, in things of Moment,” upon ſuch Criti- 
cal Nicities, ſo, ſhould I yield," without granting/that theſe Angels were Stars or 


" ſingle Perſons, yerl ſhould alſo think ict but equal to:demand, ' What Renfon-there 


is to-perſwade, that ebeſe Stars were other than the ſeven Preſident Pregbyters,who 
were Chair-men in the ſeveral” Presbyteries: of theſe ſeven Churches ? Which 
- Chnrches I take to be {ingle Congregations. For I ſee as yet-no Reaton, but that 
5$ a'Letter'intended' for the Honourable Houſe of Commons, may be directed to 
the Speaker, fo theſe Epiſtles intended for the ſevenChurehes . ( for that they 
- were, Rev. 2. 7, 41, 17, &c. ) might be; ſuperſcribed £ for-the Chief Paſtor or 
wo ms Presbyter Þ who probably at'thas Time wes ſtiled the Biſhop, by way 
of A ration. £ 
In ne wharf by the Name of Angel, ' an Angel ptoperly fo called ſhould be 
- underſt00d?*Andthet.the'Epiſttes intefided for!theChurches [Paſtors and:Peaple, ] 
- were ſent to them under the Name of their Guardian Angels ? +Should this be' ſo, 
-then farewel to any Greund for Dioceſan Biſhops in the Directions of the Epiſtles 
' to the Aripels.”  And'that itftiould be fo is very agreeable to the Prophetical Spirit 
- In the Revelation + For the Revelation: goes much upon the Hypotheſis and Language 
--of Daniel, and'in- Datel we'read of the Guardian Angels of Nations, and in ſuch 
-a manner, that what refers to'the!Nations; or to their Governours, © is ſaid: of 
: the" Anpels themfelves, Dan, 10.%43,20, 21. Which is further confirmed, * in 
-that it ſeems to havedeen an Hypotheſss, obtaining in the fiſt Age of Chriſtiagity, 
- that the ſevert Churches or Aſſemblies of Chriſtians had their Guardian Angels, 
for it-is very probable that in Relation and A ſpect unto this Hyporkeſe;, he Apoſtle 
Paul does'tell- Women, 1 Cor.*4 1.10. That they ought to have power over their heads, 
- Bicanſe of the "A N:G'E LS; the Expreſſion ſeems to'imply, That there were 
Angels; - Cxardians of the Aſſemblies ; *'who obſerved the Demeanourof All, and 
- therefore they ought to be Circumſpect, Modeſt and Decent in their Behaviour and 
-in their Faſhions'and-Garbs, out of Reſpect ts thoſe Guardiars. 
- And indeed the former Account of the Titte cf Angels, is a more agreeable 
- and e#fie one than thac'which -ſome others-give, who by Angel underſtanding a 
Biſhop in the Modern Senſe of that Word, believe the Denomination given with 
- reterence to a'Prattice among the Jews, who ( they ſay, as from Diodorw ) at- 
tributed to their High Prieſt the Title of Angel. But ſhould it be yielded that 
the Jews had any ſuch Pratice C to attribute the Title of Angel to their High« 
Prieſt ] what could this amount unto in our Caſe, ſince every Biſhop is not an 
High Prieſt, in the Senſe/ of the Jews ? . For in their Senſe there could-be but one, 
and then, that one/among Chriſtians muſt be a Pope, or a Sovereign Biſhop over 
all the Biſhops ; as, among the Jews, the High Prieſt was over all the Prieſts. But 
- 1n 


compared but to ſingle Stars, and not my | 
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ia reality the Joyrs had no ſuch Þ 


A 
had; [to call their High Prieſt Wgel ] they caliedhim Figh Prieſt F poor ye- 
Ger Agxiegie,.] that.was his name; but indeed, he adds, That they had a Be- 
he of him, That he was. ( ' often)+ made a'Meſlenger or Angel 'sf God, Z, voul- 
Gsmy Ko cole yiveeSr, 7] as really he was, when he had the Urim on him; and 
this is all that Diedorws affirms. 

Your other Argument ( for Dioceſan pooparyy} which you. ground updn 
the Traditional Sncceſſion of Biſhops in ſeyeral Sezs, down from the Times of the 
Apoſtles, andinthe Sr27s of the Apoſtles, has no more of cogency in it than the 
former. 1 know Tertullzan tl. de preferipr. adv. He eticos, ſays, Precurre Eccieſtas 
Apoſtolicas apud QUAS ipſea adbus Catnedre Apoſtolorum ſuis locis preſidentur, &c. And 1 
acknowledg, the Apoſtles may well enough be ſaid to have fate in Cheirs, and 
others to ſucceed in them, -it the Chairs be underſtood of Chairs of Doctrin, in the 
ſame Senſe in which the Scribes and'Phariſees: are aid to fie'in Moſes ;" for in 
this Senſe, All thoſe Churches were Apoſtolical, and had Apoſtolical Succeiſion, 


which being founded upon the Dodrin of the Apoſtles, had ſuch perſons only in © 


any Authority over them, as did-continue there. But elſe, I cannot believe my 
ſelt obliged to aſſent that the Apoſtles had Chairs in Particular Churches, tho? Ter- 
cullian's Words at firſt Sight may ſeem to ſound that way, than to believe the Story 
of the Cells of the 7G Tranſlators; a Story that S. #icrom not only confutes but 
Ridicules, tho? it has this to be ſaid forit, That 7uſtiz Martyr affirms he ſaw the 
Ruins of thoſe very Cells, and that they were in the Pharos of Alexandri, Ter- 
tulian flouriſhed but in the beginning of the third Century, by which Time many 
Fob Traditions paſt Current; of which Truth too many Inſtances ace obvious in 
the Writipgs of that Father, 'as well as of other Fathers. Indeed Eyſebiua has gi- 
yen ts Catalogues of the Succeſſion of Biſhops4n ſeveral Churches, but theſe Cara- 
logues are only Conjettural and Traditionary. Himſelf, in the Proem of his 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, tetls us of a great Chaſin that was in that kind of Hiſtory 


For the three firſt Centuries, and that being alone and ſolitary in this kind of Per- 
-formance, he had nothing but Fragments here and there to help him, from any of 


thoſe who preceeded ( him.) Ay, in the third Book of that Hiſtory, Chap. 4. he 


ſays expreſly, as to the Perſons that ſucceeded the Apoſtles in the Governrmene of 


the Churches, that it is hard to tell particularly and by name, who they were 
[ quorum nomina 02 eff facyle explicare per fingulos. ) And that in making his Ca- 


'talogues he went by way of Collection and Inference, from what is written by 


S. Paul ;-[ Ex Afoftoli tamen Pauli ſermonibus colligers poſſumus, &c. ] ſo that the 
Catalogues of Biſhops deduced from the Apoſtles, for ought I ſee, deſerve but little 
more of Credit, as being but little better aſcertained than the Catalogue of the 
Britiſh Kings, deduced from Brute. 

In truth, the Task is a little uneaſie to make it clear, That the Apoſtles were 


properly Biſhops, in the Modern Senſe of the Word, and that they had fixed 


Seats, which yet is the Baſis upon which ſuch Caealogues muſt ſtand; ſure 1 am, 
Athansſis in his Comment upon the Epiſtle to the Romans, ad c. 2. v. 1. affirms 
their Office to have been to go up and down and preach, circumwvagars ( as his 
Tranſlator renders him) & Evargelinn pradicare = that in the Judgment of _ 

; © 


ho -_ 


Jadice, nor does the alledged Deiodorys ſay they 
8 
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ſo celebrated a Father, the Apt 
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_ The Nature of” Church-Goverument: Tn | 
| les. ( as ſuch) were. but Itinerant Preachers, a 
_ As for Epaphroditus, I cannat- be peſwaded.by the bare Authority of-'S. Fierom. 
( whom yer Ltake for a very Learned-as well as Pious Father, ) aig leſs by that. 
of Walo HMeſſalinus, to believe againſt the-Analogy of the Text, That he was B;- 


" 
. 


fool the Philippians, only becauſe he is called by 'S. Paul their Apoſtle, Phil. 2. 25. 


Obſeryation Wale bas made of the, Word [; Apofle,] that it is, never uſed by 
the Evangeliſts, .by S. Pawlinany.other Place, . or by the other, Apoſtles, but on- 
ly De Sanfto Minifterio, will hold no Water; for I take. it that John 13 16, in 
which Place the Word. is uſed in a Common Promiſcuous Senſe, and rendred ſo by 
our Tranſlators, ſtands impregnable,  as.a plain, diretand unavoidable Inſtance 

Irene is alſo cited,, to prove that ſuch a ſuperiority as the Apoſtles. themſelves . 
had in the Church, was tranſinitted by them.uato Biſhops; tor, ſay you, this Fa- 
ther, who diſtingniſhes between the Biſhops and Presbyters, affirms, That the 
Apoſtles delivered to the Biſhops, ſworn ipſorum locum Magiſterii, their own Place 
of Magiſteriality or Government: Jrenens flouriſhed towards the End: of the 24 
Century, and yet ſo near as he was to. the Apoſtles own Times, . if he. affirmed, 
a5 he is ageedby. the-moſt ( tho? notby all.) to have done; That our LordChriſt 
did undergo his Paſſion in. the fiftieth Year of his Age, we ſhall have little Reaſon 
to be fond of his Authority, in'Matters which he takes upon Truſt, and by meer 
Report. But admitting Irerevs?s Authority (which I am unwilling to leſſen) to 


be as unblemiſhed 2nd as tight as-one could wiſh it; yet on this occaſion it will do. - 


you but-ſmall- Service; . for the Force of the Teſtimony which you cite from him, 
depends on the Ward Magi/terinm ; rand agifteriumignifies not, as you under» 
fhand ir, {a Maſterly; Authority ] but { teaching-and  Doctrin ;, ] for in thikda 


ter Senſe the Word is ofcen uſed by other Fathers, .and pacticularly by S. Cyprian IM | 


as you may ſee/, 1.cp 3. andin other Places, - but this is a Senſe that maketh 


thing for you, for then, /renexs means no other than what Tertulttan alſo affirms, ** 


and none will deny, ' that the Apoſtles delivered over to the Riſhops their own 
Chairs of Doctrin; ſo that ſucceeding Biſhops or Paſtors were obliged to deliver 


noother Dottrin unto their. Flocks, but that-ſame which themſelves bad firſt xe-. 


ceived from thoſe that were the Founders of Chriſtianity. _— 
In fine, as to what you mention ( but fameiwhat invidiouſly ) - concerning -the 


Judgment of ithe 4ſembly of Divines, the Gangrene of Mr. Edwards, and the overs.. 


flow that-was of Sets: and Hereſies in the-Late Times {of the Interreig,n) which 
you would inſinuate to be occaſioned by-the Intermiſſion of Epiſcopacy. I anſwer, 
that there were Sects and Herefies ever-in the Times-of the Apoſtles, and that 
Treners, S. Auſtin, Philaſtrins and Epipbanixs have furniſhed the Chriſtian World 


-with large Catalogues of them, and of tome in thejr own times ; and yet I doubt- 


not you will acknowledge. there were Biſhops in the Church, even in thoſe times; 

-So that. Epiſcopacy, if it be not Coercive, is no ſuch Remedy againſt, Sets. and He- 
reſies; as you would have us believe ; and if it be Coercive, it is not pyrely.Chri- 
ſtian-and Spiritual, but , in ſo much, has ſomething it of Secular and Worley. 


Thys I have reinforced my 'main Argument, and remoyed ſuch Exceptions as Fon 
Ws Sg oodateboloa & | uy Ft 
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4 now 1 ſhall not make your trouble much longer, but to eluci- 

andx Fallpgege vich I will do-with all the Brevity I can, and 
nod, only as they come to my. Mind NR 

where: ever the whole-Calledge of the Apoſtles is called 


- - 'Porer is-firſti named; whe ? 
over ;_ bat Us nor-infer,)nor'does it ehforce,'thar any Primacy*-was due unto him, 
r_ than that of Ptecedence, which All Proteſtants ( generally ſpzaking) al- 
WDM: : :--- TOO OI FONTS . 

- it..doth. not appear that Fames at” the-Conncil of Fiieruſalem, ſpake with more - 
Aythorir 'thant e other Apoſthes, as Biſhop of the Place.. and Prefideat. of the 
Synod. Teſephis indeed; rakes novice of 'tim' under an 'eminent Charatter, for 
Piety ; but not a wordin'that Auchor of his'eminent Dignity, as a Prelate.” As 
for Paul; he callshim-but-plain Famer, not Biſhivp Fames; And though he put him 
before” Peter-andFobr, Gal. 2, g. that preference might be only in reſpect of his 


being Qs Lord's Brother, Gal. 1.'1g. and: conſequently is no great Argument 


of his. Prelacy,in che modern ſeaſe 'of thas word: 

**. So. Zomen's Cenlure.of the practice of having more Biſhops than one in one City, 
does prove that practice z though he did not approve it, Epiphanins alſo is cited 
by many. to evidence that practice: 3 

1, yield not that 1 Cor. 14. 34. which may be tranſlated [in the Aſſemblies, ] 

- will demonſtrate, that, there were, at that time, ſeveral ſeparate Meetings for 
Chriſtian-Offices*in one City or Town, where was but one Church, And-yetl 
rant"it might happen to be ſo, upon @ccaſion ; for our Experience Evinces it 
as been ſo of late, in a time 'of Perſecution, among the Diſſenting Churches, and- 

what has been in our time, might on like Occafions have been before it.. How- 

' eyer, this {Accident would not prove, nor indeed do 1 find any other proof, that 

+ there were in the firſt times of Chriſtianity, Paſtors who had-the Care of ſeveral 

**;Qhurches.; or, that any Church at thartime did take in ſeveral Cities or Towns, . 

Which were remote z.a Church properly. being a Congregation, and conſequently 
the People of a Vicinzge or Neighbourhood, under Ocders. Cencbres, though 
one of the Ports of Corinth, had a: Church of-its own, diſtant from that at Co- 
rintb; and none, 1 think, will ay, That that Church was Dioceſan. The Coun- 
cil of Chalcedon prohibited abſolute Ordinations. 

That theend of the World; Matth. 28. 22. is literally to be underſtood of the 
end of the Jewiſh Policy, or the Moſaical. ſecl7; ſeems evident, by comparing 
that Text with the 24. Chapter of the ſame Evangeliſt, Ver. 2, 14, and 24+ The 
meaning of Mat. 1. 29. is, That Fo/eph did not:know his Wife till ſhe had brought 
forth her Firſt-born, and that it will not follow, that he knew her afterward; And 
in this ſenſe of [ until J 1 make it parallel with Afar. 28. 20. So that when Chrill 
ſys, He would be with -his Apoſtles, «tjl-the end of the Jewiſh World, he is 
plzin, he would be-with them ſo long, but doch not imply by that [until | that 
he would be with them no longer. _ Withour the favour that we commonly allow 
to popular Expreſſions; what is faid, ar. 28. 20. will not hold in the ulual ſenſe 
that is given it, as to the Apoſtles Succeſlors, and with that favour, I ſeeno 
ſtrength in -any' Arguments againſt mire, which carries it, in the Letter uato the 


Apoſtles. ; 
ONT If: 
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{Af the Apoſtles myſt not be underftood-to ſtand Perſonally, and. only for themſelves in thar 
Com riffton, Mar. 28. they muſt be underftood co Rand jn.Jit Repreſentatively, for the. whole 
Charch, or Body of Chriſtian People, in that ſame manner as they ftood for them in the Iſfiru+ 
riomof the Lord's Supper; when it wes ſaid to them: [Do this inremembradtt'df wie +.) chiefs 
words being ſaidto them, nor as they were Miniſters} buv as Communieents;/ Tike'ye, eat ye, take, 
drink, doithis in. femembrance of the ; For elſe there is Bo Canon of Communion for the Common 
People; or Laity. Now 1 pray tell me, which of -thefe Netions did the, Apoftles ftand in when 
they received that Commiſhon, Mat. 23. was it given to thetn"#$'rhey ftood Perſonally. for fo 
many ſingle Men, or as they repreſenred the whole Community and Body of Chriftians ? in One 
of 'theſc 779, they muſt neceflarily ſtand ; For the- Apoſtles ColleQivrely and at}together, as a 
Body are never taken but in one or the orber ſenſe ; they mo where repreſenring only the Minj- 
fiers pr Paſtors ; ſo that, by che Lerter of the Commiſion, which "1s direfed ro the Body of 
the Apotiles, either all Chriftians are impowered to Baptizeand Preach, which I ſuppoſe” yeu 
will nor ſay, or elſe only the Apoſtles. | 

acknowledge that Cyprien, though he calls the Presbyrers his Compresbyters,yer never calls chem 
his Colleagues ; He does not call them fellow Bifbops,tho he calls them fellow Presbyrers, becauſe ths 
every Biſhop was a Presbyrer,yer every Presbyter was not a Biſhop,in the appropriate ſenſe of thar 
word. Kowrver ho he'dees not ſay of Presbycersin ſo many words,chat they are the Colleagues of a 
Biſhop,yer he comes very near it, when he cells chem rhey are in een him,which he does. 
T. r. Ep, 3. when writing ro Cornelius that-was 2: Biſhop, he hasthis Exprefſion |" Florentifms 
ELEROTECUM PRASIDENTI }.. To the moſt flouriſhing Clergy that prefides 
rogetber with thee, &ndintruth, one muſt have read bur-lirtle in $ Cyprian, to be ignorant that 
kn his time the Presbycers or Glergy were joyned with the. Biſbop in ARs of Jurifdifion ; and 
th*r not*%only the Clergy bur 'even the People too, had & great ſhare therein, as well as the Bi. 
gps wth! rhis, a5 19 other marters, ſoeven.in rhoſe that retared unto Biſbeps rhemſelves. No 
i-fs than off rhis is implyed in thar Expoſtelation of Cyprias-: An ad "hoc fratey 'C avifſime deponenda 
Ealrfe Carbolien Digaites, & plebs inrws poftz fidelis atgue incorrapta MAFESTAS,  Sa- 
cerdotatis quegue AUTHORITAS, ac pteftas, Fudicare velle ſe dicent de Ecclefiz prepofito ex- 
ire Fcclefam conftituti 2 What moft dear Brother, is the 'dignity of (a ) (or the ) Catholick 
Cpurck, 11> faitiiful and uncorrapt Mejefly of the People thar is in ir, and alſo Aubority and Power 
0 


nm 


ths Avieftbood to be-broughr co this, thar fach muſt talk of Judging concerning a Bi&bop ofthe'* Ky 
Church, who thewfelves zrevnt of :the Church'? / | $9 PERF - "Wag 
To conchude : Thar Alteragions have-bren often made in the Church, both as to Governneritſy % 

and Diſcipline, is fo great.and plain arruth,..chat none chit knows the Hiftory can dowbr of ir) 

ſome of rheſe came 1 cariy, by feveral fteps, and others afterwards vpon' occafions that conld not © 

be foreſeen, Some thi:gs1n the Chutth are Fandamenral, and of an. Immutable n2cure. But there 

are Mriers char rele to Government, Diſcipline and Adminiftration, which depending upon the 

viriable Circumfiances of Times; Places, and Occafions, are, and muſt be, left iro Chriftian 

P,ndence. The Grounds | go upon 10 my Scheme, in which I have ſet out the principal Altea- 

2r16ns that have been mede, are owned by the Charch of Ezgland, as te one Inftance, ( and ti;: 

:afon. of rhat ane will hold in more, ) when Mi its Canons and. Conftiturions, agreed Ar. Dor: 

1640. Cn. 1, Itfays, The power to call anddiffolre Councils both National and Provincial, 1s 

the rrue right of all Chriftian Kings, within their own Realms, and Teritcories; And when in the 

act rimz*es of Chrift's Chnrcb Prelater uſed this power ; 'ewas therefore only, becauſe 1n thoſe days 

they had no Chriſtian Xings. ] Fut it is time to end your trouble, and therefore I will add no more 
. but ro own m7 ſelf, A 


SIR. 


'June $teh, 
1 690. 
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tour Humble Servant 
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